
Navigating the California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife’s Excess Vegetation 

Removal (Grazing) Permit Process

Julea Shaw, Ph.D.
Environmental Scientist, CDFW Lands Program

Presentation for Board of Forestry RMAC 
5/19/23



Achieve habitat and conservation goals

Reduce invasive 
species cover

Main Objective of Grazing on CDFW Lands:

Create habitat for 
species that 

prefer short grass

Manage fine fuels to 
reduce severity of 
potential wildfires



Limitations

• 5 years

• Insurance requirements

• Infrastructure – variable 
depending on property



Partnership

• Responsible land stewardship
• Try to find win-wins 
• Reasonable compromise

• We must keep our management 
requirements as a priority

• Understand that operators need to 
turn a profit



Where grazing happens 
on CDFW LandRegion 1

~46,200 acres

Region 2

Region 5

Region 4

Region 3

Region 6

~25,000 acres

~11,600 acres

~10,400 acres

~1600 acres

~1100 acres

~96,000 acres 
across the state



Why we decide to graze 
certain properties

• Property goal
• Why it was purchased 
• Management goals 

• Infrastructure & Access
• Capacity



The Process:
Permit for Excess Vegetation Disposal



Developing the Permit

• Use the property’s Land Management 
Plan and/or Grazing Management Plan 
to guide the development of a Site 
Operation Plan



Developing the Permit

• Use the property’s Land Management 
Plan and/or Grazing Management Plan 
to guide the development of a Site 
Operation Plan

• Property background (biological, 
infrastructure, public use)

• Description of management goals
• Sensitive Resources
• Grazing prescription 

• AUM
• Grazing targets (RDM, stubble height, etc.)
• On and off dates



Key Parts of a Permit

1) Excess Vegetation Disposal Permit

2) Maps (Exhibit A)

3) Site Operation Plan (Exhibit B)
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Key Parts of a Permit

1) Excess Vegetation Disposal Permit

2) Maps (Exhibit A)

3) Site Operation Plan (Exhibit B)
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3Once finalized and approved, we open it 
up for bidding/proposals



Finding Grazing Opportunities on CDFW Land

caleprocure.ca.gov



Finding Grazing Opportunities on CDFW Land

caleprocure.ca.gov

Register to sign up 
for email 

notifications! 



Finding Grazing Opportunities on CDFW Land

caleprocure.ca.gov

Click “Start Search”



Enter 3600 into 
Department

Look for “Vegetation Disposal” or “Grazing”







Click “View Event Package”



Read carefully to understand permit 
requirements and provisions



Site specific information and application 
information for the Permit. Two processes: 

Invitation for Bid (IFB) or a Request for 
Proposal (RFP)



Invitation for Bid (IFB) Request for Proposal (RFP)

• Awarded based on 
highest bid only

• Generally used for 
smaller areas with fewer 
sensitive resources

• Awarded based on both 
responses to questions 
about management 
practices and bid

• Answers scored by panel 
of CDFW staff

Both
• Must meet the  minimum bidder requirements listed in permit

•  Must attend site visit



Tips for Being a Highly Rated RFP Applicant 

• Explain how you meet the minimum qualifications described
• Read the Site Operation Plan to better understand habitat 

management objectives and challenges
• Attend the Site Visit 
• Answer all RFP questions thoroughly:
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Tips for Being a Highly Rated RFP Applicant 

• Explain how you meet the minimum qualifications described
• Read the SOP to better understand habitat management objectives 

and challenges
• Attend the Site Visit
• Answer all RFQ questions thoroughly:

• Answer all RFP questions thoroughly:
 Address all parts of the questions
 Use best management practices 
 Provide examples of using the 

technique successfully in the past
 Only commit to practices that you 

will be able to implement – your 
answers will be integrated into the 
final SOP of the permit 



Resources

• Instructions for finding grazing opportunities (Under “Permits”): 
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Lands 

• Contact information for general questions about our grazing program:
   Julea.Shaw@wildlife.ca.gov

• For questions about individual permits, please use contact 
information provided on the posted RFP or IFB

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Lands


Thank you! 

Questions?
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