Introduction to
Ventura Brush Goats

Michael Leicht
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Kimberly Kivers
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anjn, the b-year-old boracy collic,
worked hard (o ke up the sheen
clustered together and moving

forward as they crossed Maricopa Highway
heading to the Walson Holland vineyurd on
Cuyama Road, just after noon on Feb. 13
The sheep, part of the Ventura Brush
Goats herds, wer

LS Coun

+h 'ill!: moweil Fram a el
neur the corner of El Roblur Avenue und
Maricopa Highway to the vineyard, where
they'd remain for nearly three days o trim
the ETAs8 O heneht the a0il and. in tum, the
EIII1\{"\.

Michael Leiwchr, owmer and shepherd
with Ventura Brush Goats, suid that sheep
are used in cases like this, instead of gnars.
“Sheep do benter in vinevards withour caus-
iy dla mage becase, unlike goats, shoep
e Ustaned o their back logs”

Using the sheep is part of “dosing the
loop,” suid winemaker Benny Hollund with

Waulson Farms. He sadd the wine, sourced
lrones the grapes grown on Cuyama, ane sold
primarily in Ojai under the Walson Holland
label Grapes being grown include Syrah,
Grenache, Viowrvidre and Sauvignon Blane.
Mush o L viowes are about 12 wears old

“We don’t have w use pesticides or her-
bicides” said Holland, because the grazing
shecp “mitigate the overgrowth, Their fe
are helpful for soil health” He said the feces
are high in nitrogen, and contain bencficial
“microflora” that is “great for the vines, Tt
lowers our carbon fovtpriot” They don't
need to use mowers to keep the grass down

ITodland said hecause of the way the sheep
grazy, by culling the grass and leaving the
roots in the soll, even when the summe
enmirs and the prass dies, the mods remain
and add to soil healdy

lhe sheep make two passes a year, seid
TTolland, and the flock is likely to come back
in March o= April
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N vtiey Maver phator by Kmberly Braors

Top. a lock of sheep with Ventura Brush Goats
heads east on Cuyama Road on Feb. 13 after
crossing Maricopa Highway. Above, Banjo the
border collie with Ventura Brush Goats works
a flock of sheep through a field of blooming
mustard toward Maricopa Highway on Feb. 13,

























Questions?

Michael Leicht

brushgoatquote@gmail.com
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