
Ventura County APCD 
Agricultural and 
Prescribed Burn 

Program
• Monitoring of ambient air quality

• Approval and monitoring of 
agricultural and prescribed burning

• California Health & Safety Code 
Article 3 – Section 41850

• Title 17 California Code of 
Regulations-Subchapter 2 Smoke 
Management Guidelines for 
Agricultural and Prescribed Burning

Tommy Winning
Air Quality Meteorologist



Air District Responsibilities

Air Monitoring

• Realtime Air Quality Monitoring for Comparison 
to State/Federal Standards

• Air Quality Forecasting/Agricultural burn Program
• Public Health Messaging Poor Air Quality 

Conditions

Air Quality 
Planning

• Rule Making Reducing Air Pollutants/GHG
• Environmental Document Review
• Air Program Assistance to Local Governments
• Emission Inventories

Administer 
Incentive Grant 

Programs
• Local/State Grant Programs

Permit and 
Inspect 

Stationary 
Sources

• Enforcement State and Local Rules
• CARB Air Toxic Control Measure Enforcement
• Federal Title V Permitting
• Air Toxic Emission Reduction and Monitoring
• Complaint Response

Smoke 
Management of 
Allowed Burning 

Programs

• Issue Burn Permits and review Smoke 
Management Plans

• Coordinate and Track Prescribed Burn Projects
• Complaint Response

Public 
education/information 

and outreach



Burn Permits

• No fee to obtain a burn permit
• Required fields on the permit: 

• Applicant name/ number /signature
• Location of burn
• Material to be burned
• Amount of material (piles and tons)
• Expiration date
• Additional Fire Department 

Requirements 
• Any additional requirements become 

part of the permit
• Fire Captain signature



Prescribed Burning
• The planned application and confinement of 

fire to wildland fuels on lands selected in 
advance of that application to achieve 
specific identified objectives.

• Prevention of high intensity wildland 
fires

• Watershed Management
• Range Improvement
• Vegetation Management
• Forest Improvement
• Wildlife Habitat Improvement
• Air Quality Maintenance



Thank you for your time
• Contact us

• Automated burn-line (forecast updated daily): 805-303-3888
• Burn-line: 805-303-3889

• Questions
• Activate a permit

• Twitter: @vcapcd
• Website: vcapcd.org 

• Request to be added to the Air Quality and Agricultural Burn Status 
mailing list. 

• AQ forecast and burn status: http://vcapcd.org/Forecast.aspx 
• Smoke Management Plan: 

http://vcapcd.org/pubs/Monitoring/SmokeManagementPlan.pdf 
• Rule 56 – Open Burning: 

http://www.vcapcd.org/Rulebook/Reg4/RULE%2056.pdf 
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