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California Department of Forestry & Fire Protection Project Specific Analysis

PROJECT INFORMATION

1. Project Title: Salmon Falls 2023 CALVTP

2. CAL FIRE Project Number Rx-North-054-AEU

3. CalVTP I.D. Number

Patrick McDaniel
CAL FIRE Amador El Dorado Unit

Project Proponent Name and 2840 Mt. Danaher Road

Address: Camino, CA 95709
Patrick.McDaniel@fire.ca.gov
Contact Person Information and . .
5. Phone Number: Patrick McDaniel (5630) 647-5288

e El Dorado County

e Portions of Section 10, 11, 14, 15, 16, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, &
27, & 34 MDMB & T11N, R8E

e The project area is in the Northwestern part of EI Dorado County
extending from the North side of the South Fork of the American
River where is enters Folsom Lake, north to the North Fork of the
American River where it enters Folsom Lake. The closest cross
street in the VTP is Rattlesnake Bar Road at Russell Hollow.
38°47'02.9"N 121°02'50.4"W

6. Project Location:

7. Total Area to be Treated (acres) 3,933+/- Acres total; 3000 +/- Acres net

8. Description of Project: (Describe the whole action involved, including any phasing of initial treatments as
well as planned treatments, including equipment to be used and planned duration of treatments, but not
limited to later phases (e.g., maintenance) of the project, and any secondary, support, or off-site features
necessary for its implementation. Attach additional sheets if necessary.)

The project is in an area with active fire history. In recent years, the Salmon Fire (May 2021)
burned within its southeastern boundary above the south fork of the American River where it
enters Folsom Lake. The Equestrian fire (June 2021) burned in the area one month later.

The vegetation community present at the project area is classified as Perennial and Annual
Upland Grasslands. Prior to modern settlement much of the area was dominated by annual
bunch grasses, now the area is dominated by non-native grass species, with remnant
patches of native bunchgrasses and sedge species still present.

The woodlands within the project area are primarily dominated by hardwoods with an
understory of shrub vegetation grasses, forbs, Coyote brush, and Chamise. The hardwood
species most prevalent is Interior live oak (Quercus wislizenzii). There is a small component
of blue oak (Quercus douglasii), Black Oak (Quercus kelloggii) and various conifer species
scattered throughout the wooded portions of the project area, including patches of Grey
Pine (Pinus Sabiniana).

The vegetation community near riparian zones is characterized by common foothill riparian
vegetation. Along the banks and on the floodplain of the South Fork American River,
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dominant species include willow (Salix spp.), white alder (Alnus rhombifolia), Oregon ash
(Fraxinus latifolia) and patches of Sierra sweetbay (Myrica hartwegii).

This CalVTP project will implement the wildland-urban interface (WUI) fuel reduction, fuel
break, and ecological restoration treatment types. The treatment activities used to implement
the three treatment types include prescribed burning, manual treatments, and mechanical
treatments. These treatment activities will achieve the following project objectives:

Project Objectives:

1. Reduce fire hazard.

2. Create and maintain Defensible Fuel Zone Profiles (Shaded Fuel Breaks) as a part
of the Community Fuel Break System which is designed to protect the
community and the watershed values of the area from uncontrolled wildfire.

3. Reduce the likelihood of road ignitions by thinning dense fuels along county
roads

4. Reduce the incidence and severity of grass, brush and forest fires in proximity to
homes on the perimeter of the project that are currently at risk from WUI
wildfires.

5. Provide a defensible location for firefighting operations and evacuations.

6. Introduce periodic disturbances to increase habitat heterogeneity and help the
ecosystem cycle nutrients.

7. Reduce weed cover and treat noxious weeds to promote native upland
grasslands in El Dorado County.

8. Enhance wildlife habitat.

The prescribed burning, manual, and mechanical treatment activities will be utilized
individually or in combination to implement the ecological restoration treatment type by
helping to restore ecosystem processes, condition, and resiliency by moderating
uncharacteristic wildland fuel conditions to reflect the historic vegetative composition,
structure, and habitat values, as well as restoring a more natural fire regime to the
landscape. Following treatment, the project area will resemble an open and park like
condition of larger diameter trees with enough of the understory vegetation removed to
prevent vertical fire spread in the event of wildland fire while simultaneously increasing
habitat heterogeneity by retaining a diverse mosaic of habitat features across the landscape.

Within the WUI treatment type, prescribed burning, manual, and mechanical treatment
activities will be utilized to strategically remove vegetation and prevent or slow the spread of
non-wind driven wildfire between structures and wildlands. Within the fuel break treatment
type, prescribed burning, manual, and mechanical treatment activities will be utilized to
strategically remove vegetation (including ongoing maintenance) in order to support fire
suppression efforts by providing responders with a staging area, or to passively interrupt
the path of or slow a fire. In these areas, larger diameter trees will be retained while enough
of the understory vegetation will be removed to prevent vertical fire spread in the event of
wildland fire.

The project lies on the east side of the central valley along a low-lying ridgeline between 540
feet to 1,478 feet elevation. Watercourses are present within the project area; however, they
originate along the ridgeline dividing the project area. The watercourses within the project
area are perennial and intermittent Class Il creeks (supporting aquatic life), ephemeral Class
lll creeks (not supporting aquatic life), as well as multiple Class Il stock ponds and springs.

The watercourses flow northwest to the North Fork of American River where it enters Folsom
Lake and Southeast to the South Fork of the American River where it enters Folsom Lake.
Fuel reduction treatments along the watercourse will be limited to the reduction of ladder
fuels (tress less than 10 inches’ diameter) and will be done by hand. Mechanical operations,
pile burning, and broadcast burning will be excluded from the Watercourse and Lake
Protection Zones per SPR HYD-4.
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The CalVTP EIR identifies several ecoregions which projects are to be considered during the
preparation of a project. This project lies within the “Sierra Nevada Foothills Ecoregion”.
California Wildlife Habitat Relationship Types include “Blue Oak Woodland” and “Blue Oak-
Foothill Pine”. Trees species include blue oak (quercus douglasii), valley oak (quercus
lobata) and canyon live oak (quercus chrysolepis), Grey pine (pinus sabiniana) and various
brush, grass and shrub species; manzanita (arctostaphylos spp.), buck brush (ceanothus
cuneatus), Himalayan Berry (Rubus armeniacus) and poison oak (Rhus diversiloba).

Treatment Unit #1 (986.49 acres)

This Unit is not accessed by any public roads, but through interior ranch roads coming off
Russell Road and Salmon Falls Road. The aspect is generally south.

Unit 1 will implement the ecological restoration and fuel break treatment types. The
treatment activities used to implement the three treatment types include prescribed burning,
manual treatments, and mechanical treatments.

Broadcast burning operations will commence at the soonest possible opportunity in the
spring months of May and June. The most effective burn period will be immediately after
grass has cured dry in the late spring. At this point the noxious weeds that are a target of
this proposed project will be the most susceptible to control by fire. Project operations will
not be implemented after Medusa Head and Star Thistle has gone to seed, around the end of
June. The daily optimum ignition time will be from approximately 1000 hrs. to a time when air
quality or fuel consumption are adversely affected by dropping temperatures. Ignition time
and burn duration time will be determined on the day of burning operations. Burning
operations will be coordinated by the CAL FIRE Battalion Chief who is the Incident
Commander of burn operations. The burning operations will be timed in a manner that
coincides with the optimal period for treatment of the target weed species.

Manual treatment methods will include using hand tools and hand-operated power tools to
cut, clear, or prune herbaceous or woody material. Trees less than 10” DBH will be cut and
trees will be pruned to 8 feet above the ground level and the majority of brush will be cut.
This material will be piled and burned during the cutting process.

Mechanical treatments will include creating fuel breaks using heavy equipment to remove
Coyote brush and Chamise shrubs. During these treatments,

CAL FIRE heavy equipment operators may be trained in proper techniques related to
mechanical removal of vegetation.

Treatment Unit #2 (423.74 acres)

This Unit is accessed off Russell Hollow Road. The aspect is generally West and Northwest.

Unit 2 will implement the ecological restoration and WUI treatment types. The treatment
activities used to implement the treatment types include prescribed burning, manual
treatments, and mechanical treatments.

Broadcast burning operations will commence at the soonest possible opportunity in the
spring months of May and June. The most effective burn period will be immediately after
grass has cured dry in the late spring. At this point the noxious weeds that are a target of
this proposed project will be the most susceptible to control by fire. Project operations will
not be implemented after Medusa Head and Star Thistle has gone to seed, around the end of
June. Burning operations will be coordinated by the CAL FIRE Battalion Chief who is the
Incident Commander of burn operations. The burning operations will be timed in a manner
that coincides with the optimal period for treatment of the target weed species. The daily
optimum ignition time will be from approximately 1000 hrs. to a time when air quality or fuel
consumption are adversely affected by dropping temperatures. Ignition time and burn
duration time will be determined on the day of burning operations.

Board of Forestry and Fire Protection
Program EIR for the California Vegetation Treatment Program |3



DocuSign Envelope ID: BEEFA697-404F-489B-810B-FA18736EA06C

California Department of Forestry & Fire Protection Project Specific Analysis

Prescribed burning will include burning of piles of vegetative material generated by manual
and mechanical treatments.

Manual treatment methods will include using hand tools and hand-operated power tools to
cut, clear, or prune herbaceous or woody material. Trees less than 10” DBH will be cut and
trees will be pruned to 8 feet above the ground level and the majority of brush will be cut.
This material will be piled and burned during the cutting process.

Mechanical treatments will include creating fuel breaks using heavy equipment to remove
Coyote brush and Chamise shrubs. During these treatments, CAL FIRE heavy equipment
operators may be trained in proper techniques related to mechanical removal of vegetation.

Treatment Unit #3 (656.04 acres)

This Unit is accessed off Goose Flat Road and Rattlesnake Bar Road. Russell Hollow Road
runs through it and provides access. The aspect is generally North and East.

Unit 3 will implement the ecological restoration, WUI, and fuel break treatment types. The
treatment activities used to implement the treatment types include prescribed burning,
manual treatments, and mechanical treatments.

Prescribed burning will include burning of piles of vegetative material generated by manual
and mechanical treatments.

Manual treatments methods will include using hand tools and hand-operated power tools to
cut, clear, or prune herbaceous or woody material. Trees less than 10” will be cut and trees
will be pruned to 8 feet above the ground level and the majority of brush will be cut.

Mechanical treatments will include creating fuel breaks using heavy equipment to remove
Coyote brush and Chamise shrubs. During these treatments, CAL FIRE heavy equipment
operators may be trained in proper techniques related to mechanical removal of vegetation.

Treatment Unit #4 (528.73 acres)

This Unit is accessed by Rattlesnake Bar Road and Russell Hollow Road. The aspect is
generally West and Northwest.

Unit 4 will implement the Ecological Restoration, and WUI treatment types. The treatment
activities used to implement the treatment types include prescribed burning and manual
treatments.

Broadcast burning operations will commence at the soonest possible opportunity in the
spring months of May and June. The most effective burn period will be immediately after
grass has cured dry in the late spring. At this point the noxious weeds that are a target of
this proposed project will be the most susceptible to control by fire. Project operations will
not be implemented after Medusa Head and Star Thistle has gone to seed, around the end of
June. The daily optimum ignition time will be from approximately 1000 hrs. to a time when air
quality or fuel consumption are adversely affected by dropping temperatures. Ignition time
and burn duration time will be determined on the day of burning operations.

Prescribed burning will also include burning of piles of vegetative material generated by
manual treatments.

Manual Treatment methods will include manual treatment using hand tools and hand-
operated power tools to cut, clear, or prune herbaceous or woody material. Trees less than
10” will be cut and trees will be pruned to 8 feet above the ground level and the majority of
brush will be cut.
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Treatment Unit #5 (328.97 acres)

This Unit has Rattlesnake Bar Road, Naturewood Road, and Russell Hollow Road running
through it. The aspect is generally South and West.

Unit 5 will implement the ecological restoration, WUI, and fuel break treatment types. The
treatment activities used to implement the treatment types include prescribed burning,
manual treatments, and mechanical treatments.

Prescribed burning will include burning of piles of vegetative material generated by manual
and mechanical treatments.

Manual treatment methods will include using hand tools and hand-operated power tools to
cut, clear, or prune herbaceous or woody material. Trees less than 10” will be cut and trees
will be pruned to 8 feet above the ground level and the majority of brush will be cut.

Mechanical treatments will include creating fuel breaks using heavy equipment to remove
Coyote brush and Chamise shrubs. During these treatments,

CAL FIRE heavy equipment operators may be trained in proper techniques related to
mechanical removal of vegetation.

Treatment Unit #6 (489.03 acres)

This Unit is accessed from Vista Del Lago Road and interior ranch roads accessed from
Russell Hollow Road or Salmon Falls Road.

Unit 6 will implement the ecological restoration, WUI, and fuel break treatment types. The
treatment activities used to implement the treatment types include prescribed burning and
manual treatments.

Broadcast burning operations will commence at the soonest possible opportunity in the
spring months of May and June. The most effective burn period will be immediately after
grass has cured dry in the late spring. At this point the noxious weeds that are a target of
this proposed project will be the most susceptible to control by fire. Project operations will
not be implemented after Medusa Head and Star Thistle has gone to seed, around the end of
June. The daily optimum ignition time will be from approximately 1000 hrs. to a time when air
quality or fuel consumption are adversely affected by dropping temperatures. Ignition time
and burn duration time will be determined on the day of burning operations.

Prescribed burning will also include burning of piles of vegetative material generated by
manual and treatments.

Manual treatment methods will include using hand tools and hand-operated power tools to

cut, clear, or prune herbaceous or woody material. Trees less than 10” will be cut and trees
will be pruned to 8 feet above the ground level and most of the brush will be cut.

Treatment Unit #7 (520.12 acres)

This Unit is accessed off Salmon Falls Road.

Unit 7 will implement the Ecological Restoration and Fuel Break treatment types. The
treatment activities used to implement the three treatment types include prescribed burning,
manual treatments, and mechanical treatments.

Broadcast burning operations will commence a the soonest possible opportunity in the spring
months of May and June. The most effective burn period will be immediately after grass has
cured dry in the late spring. At this point the noxious weeds that are a target of this proposed
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project will be the most susceptible to control by fire. Project operations will not be
implemented after Medusa Head and Star Thistle has gone to seed, around the end of June.
The daily optimum ignition time will be from approximately 1000 hrs. to a time when air quality
or fuel consumption are adversely affected by dropping temperatures. Ignition time and burn
duration time will be determined on the day of burning operations. Burning operations will be
coordinated by the CAL FIRE Battalion Chief who is the Incident Commander of burn

operations. The burning operations will be timed in a manner that coincides with the optimal

period for treatment of the target weed species.

Prescribed burning will also include burning of piles of vegetative material generated by

manual and mechanical treatments.

Manual treatment methods will include using hand tools and hand-operated power tools to
cut, clear, or prune herbaceous or woody material. Trees less than 10” will be cut and trees
will be pruned to 8 feet above the ground level and most of the brush will be cut. This material

will be piled and burned during the cutting process.

Mechanical treatments will include creating fuel breaks using heavy equipment to remove
Coyote brush and Chamise shrubs. During these treatments, CAL FIRE heavy equipment
operators may be trained in proper techniques related to mechanical removal of vegetation.

9. Treatment Types [see description in CalVTP PEIR Section 2.5.1, check every applicable category;

provide detail in Description of Project]

X Wildland-Urban Interface Fuel Reduction
Xl Fuel Break

X Ecological Restoration

10. Treatment Activities [see description in CalVTP PEIR Section 2.5.2, check every applicable
category; include number of acres subject to each treatment activity, provide detail in Description

of Project]

X Prescribed (Broadcast) Burning, 2788  acres
X Prescribed (Pile) Burning, 2523 acres

XI Mechanical Treatment, 3444 acres

X Manual Treatment, 3933 acres

[l Prescribed Herbivory, acres

[l Herbicide Application, acres

11. Fuel Type [see description in in CalVTP PEIR Section 2.4.1, check every applicable category;

provide detail in Description of Project]
X Grass Fuel Type

X Shrub Fuel Type

X Tree Fuel Type

12. Geographic Scope [Refer to [to be determined] for a map of the CalVTP treatable landscape,

check one box]

XI The treatment site is entirely within the CalVTP treatable landscape

Board of Forestry and Fire Protection
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13.

14.

15.

16.

[l The treatment site is NOT entirely within the CalVTP treatable landscape

Surrounding Land Uses and Setting: (Briefly describe the project’s surroundings)

The project is in the Sierra Nevada foothills of El Dorado County on a portion of the
ridgeline that divides the north and south forks of the American River where they enter
Folsom lake. Slopes within the project area range from nearly flat to moderately steep (30%
to 50%) within the inner gorges of Big Ravine, Indian Springs Creek, Skunk Canyon, and
Hancock Creek. Elevation ranges from 580 to 1400. The aspect of the project is variable,
but the dominant aspect is south to southwest. Surrounding land uses are Folsom Lake
State Recreation Area, Agricultural uses include vineyards, and cattle grazing, and large
private estates overlooking Folsom Lake.

Other public agencies whose approval is required: (e.g., permits)
El Dorado Air Quality Management District will issue burn permits.

Native American Consultation. Pursuant to PRC Sections 21080.3.1, 21080.3.2, and 21082.3,
lead agencies undertaking CEQA review must, upon written request of a California Native
American tribe, begin consultation before the release of an environmental impact report, negative
declaration, or mitigated negative declaration. For treatment projects that require additional CEQA
review and documentation, have California Native American tribes traditionally and culturally
affiliated with the project area requested consultation pursuant to Public Resources Code section
21080.3.17 If so, is there a plan for consultation that includes, for example, the determination of
significance of impacts to tribal cultural resources, procedures regarding confidentiality, etc.?
Note: For treatment projects that are within the scope of this PEIR, AB 52 consultation has been
completed. The Board of Forestry and Fire Protection and CAL FIRE completed consultation
pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21080.3.1 in preparation of the PEIR.

CAL FIRE Associate State Archaeologist, Brian Denham was consulted during the planning
phase of the proposed project. A records search, tribal notification, survey and survey
report were conducted for phase 1 of the VTP area. One prehistoric feature was
encountered; refer to the attached Archaeological Survey Report for more information. If
previously undocumented cultural resources are encountered during the project activities
(including but not limited to dark soil containing shell fragments, bone, flaked stone,
ground stone, or deposits of historic trash), work within the immediate vicinity of the find
will stop until a CAL FIRE cultural resource specialist has evaluated the find and
implemented appropriate mitigation measures. Furthermore, should project activities
expose human bone/remains, operations will cease, and the El Dorado County Coroner’s
Office and a CAL FIRE archaeologist must be contacted within 24 hours of discovery. All
work will remain halted until clearance is granted.

Use of PSA for Treatment Maintenance:

[Prior to implementing a maintenance treatment, the project proponent would verify that the
expected site conditions as described in the PSA are present in the treatment area. As time
passes, the continued relevance of the PSA would be considered by the project proponent in light
of potentially changed conditions or circumstances. Where the project proponent determines that
the PSA is no longer sufficiently relevant, the project proponent would determine whether a new
PSA or other environmental analysis is warranted. In addition to verifying that the PSA continues
to provide relevant CEQA coverage for treatment maintenance, the project proponent would
update the PSA at the time a maintenance treatment is needed when more than 10 years have
passed since the approval of the PSA or the latest PSA update. For example, the project
proponent may conduct a reconnaissance survey to verify that conditions are substantially similar
to those anticipated in the PSA. Updated information should be documented.]

Prior to retreating any area within the project boundary, the project proponent will verify
that site conditions described in the PSA are still relevant. CAL FIRE’s contract with the
landowner is for 10 years. After 10 years, the landowner can enter into a new agreement

Board of Forestry and Fire Protection
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17.

with CAL FIRE, and a new PSA will be developed. If a new contract is not initiated, it is at
the discretion of the landowner to maintain the project area if desired.

Standard Project Requirements and Mitigation Measures. [Refer to Attachment A to identify
which SPRs and Mitigation Measures apply to the project. Complete Attachment A to document the
responsible party for each applicable SPR and Mitigation Measure. Check one box below.]

X All applicable SPRs and Mitigation Measures are feasible and will be implemented

There is NO new information which would render mitigation measures previously considered
X infeasible or not considered in the CalVTP PEIR now feasible OR such mitigation measures
have been adopted. [Guidelines Sec.15162(a)(3); PRC Sec. 21166(c)]

] All applicable SPRs and Mitigation Measures are NOT feasible or will NOT be implemented
(provide explanation)

Explanation:

l

DETERMINATION (To be completed by the project proponent)

On the basis of this initial evaluation:

| find that all of the effects of the proposed project (a) have been analyzed adequately in the
CalVTP PEIR, (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to the CalVTP PEIR, and (c) all
applicable mitigation measures and Standard Project Requirements identified in the CalVTP
PEIR will be implemented. The proposed project is therefore WITHIN THE SCOPE of the
CalVTP PEIR. NO ADDITIONAL CEQA DOCUMENTATION is required.

| find that the proposed project will have effects that were not examined in the CalVTP PEIR.
These effects are less than significant without any mitigation beyond what is already required
pursuant to the CalVTP PEIR. A NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

| find that the proposed project will have effects that were not examined in the CalVTP PEIR.
Although these effects might be significant in the absence of additional mitigation beyond what is
already required pursuant to the CalVTP PEIR, revisions to the proposed project or additional
mitigation measures have been agreed to by the project proponent that would avoid or reduce
the effects so that clearly no significant effects would occur. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE
DECLARATION will be prepared.

| find that the proposed project will have environmental effects that were not examined in the
CalVTP PEIR. Because these effects are or may be significant and cannot be clearly mitigated,
an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT will be prepared.

DocuSigned by:
Signature: %%@VW Date: 6/16/2023

= B6569EF653AQ4422...

Printed Name:  John Melvin Title:  Assistant Deputy Director

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF
FORESTRY AND FIRE PROTECTION
CAL FIRE

Agency
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EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

1. A brief explanation is required for each Impact, Standard Project Requirement (SPR) and
Mitigation Measure (MM) identified in the Project-Specific Analysis Checklist (PSA Checklist). The
information provides clarity for review and/or provides direction to the field staff that will implement
the project utilizing the checklist (persons familiar with the project and preparation of the document
may be different through the life span of the document). Answers should consider whether the
proposed project would result in new or more substantial environmental effects than described in
the CalVTP PEIR, after incorporation of applicable SPRs and MM required by the CalVTP PEIR.

2. All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as on-site,
cumulative as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and short-term as well as long-term
impacts. Refer to the applicable resource analysis section in the CalVTP PEIR for each
environmental topic.

3. Once the project proponent has evaluated the environmental effect that may occur, then the
checklist answers must indicate whether the impact is:
(Definitions located in Chapter 3 — “Environmental Settings, Impacts, and Mitigation Measures,
3.1.4 — Terminology Used In the PEIR”)

- Less Than Significant (LTS) - An impact either on its own or with incorporation of SPRs,
does not exceed the defined thresholds of significance (no mitigation required), or that is
potentially significant and can be reduced to less than significant through implementation of
feasible mitigation measures.

- Less Than Significant with Mitigation (LTSM) - An impact was identified within the PEIR
which was viewed in totality as potentially significant and/or significantly unavoidable and the
mitigation measures and SPRs and MMs provided in the PEIR will be implemented mitigating
to a point of less than significance.

- Potential Significant (PS) - An impact treated as if it were a significant impact. “Potentially”
is used to convey that not every qualifying treatment will result in impacts to the reasonably
maximum degree that they are disclosed in this PEIR.

- Potentially Significant and unavoidable (PSU) - An impact is considered significant and
unavoidable if it would result in a substantial adverse change in the environment that cannot
be feasibly avoided or mitigated to a less-than-significant level. “Potentially” is used to convey
that not every qualifying treatment will result in impacts to the reasonably maximum degree
that they are disclosed in this PEIR

- Significantly Unavoidable (SU) - An impact is considered significant and unavoidable if it
would result in a substantial adverse change in the environment that cannot be feasibly
avoided or mitigated to a less-than-significant level.

- Not applicable (N/A)

If the impact is equal to or less than the impact identified in the PEIR, the PEIR can be utilized
without a Negative Declaration, Mitigated Negative Declaration or EIR. If there are one or more
entries where the impact is evaluated to be greater than the impact in the PEIR, additional
documentation is required.

4. Where a Negative Declaration, Mitigated Negative Declaration is required, the environmental
review would be guided by the directions for use of the PEIR with later activities in Section 15168.
Where an EIR is required, the environmental review would be guided by Sections 15162 and
15163. When preparing any environmental document, the environmental analysis may incorporate
by reference the analysis from the CalVTP PEIR and focus the environmental analysis solely on
issues that were not addressed in the CalVTP PEIR.

5. Project proponents should incorporate into the PSA checklist references to information sources for
potential impacts. Include a list of references cited in the PSA and make copies of such references
available to the public upon request.

Board of Forestry and Fire Protection
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6. Standard Project Requirements (SPR) and Mitigations Measures (MM).
e Applicable (Yes/No). Document whether the SPR or mitigation measure is applicable to
the project (Yes or No). The applicability should be substantiated in the Environmental
Checklist Discussion.

* Implementing Entity. Most cases this will be CAL FIRE. The implementing entity is the
individual or organization responsible for carrying out the requirement. This could include
the project proponent’s project manager, a technical specialist (e.g., archeologist or
biologist), a vegetation management contractor, a partner agency or organization, or other
entities that are primarily responsible for carrying out each project requirement.

e Verifying/Monitoring Entity. Most cases this will be CAL FIRE. The verifying/monitoring
entity is the individual or organization responsible for ensuring that the requirement is
implemented. The verifying/monitoring entity may be different from the implementing
entity.

e NOTE: the cited SPRs and MMs are summarized to manage the templet’s size. Refer to
the approved CalVTP language attached for the full list of requirements.

Board of Forestry and Fire Protection
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DocuSign Envelope ID: BEEFA697-404F-489B-810B-FA18736EA06C

California Department of Forestry & Fire Protection Project Specific Analysis

EC-18: MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE

New Impact New Impact that

thatis is Less Than Ng";’_gsp?ﬁ;:at No New
Significantor  Significant with el 1o N
Potentially Mitigation ﬁln ” p
Significant Incorporated pa
a) Does the project have the potential to O O | X

substantially degrade the quality of the
environment, substantially reduce the habitat
of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or
wildlife population to drop below self-
sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant
or animal community, substantially reduce the
number or restrict the range of an
endangered, rare, or threatened species, or
eliminate important examples of the major
periods of California history or prehistory?

b) Does the project have impacts that are O O O X
individually limited, but cumulatively
considerable? (“Cumulatively considerable”
means that the incremental effects of a project
are considerable when viewed in connection
with the effects of past projects, the effects of
other current projects, and the effects of
probable future projects.)

c) Does the project have environmental effects O O O X
that will cause substantial adverse effects on
human beings, either directly or indirectly?

Discussion

No additional comments.

Board of Forestry and Fire Protection
Program EIR for the California Vegetation Treatment Program |1
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	Impact CUL-4: Disturb Human Remains Impact CUL-4, 3.5 LTS N/A Yes LTS Vegetation treatment could include mechanical treatments using heavy equipment. The potential for uncovering human remains during implementation of the treatment project is within the scope of the activities and impacts addressed in the PEIR. Should human remains be discovered the project would comply with California Health and Safety Code Sections 7050.5 and 7052 and PRC Section 5097. Other Impacts to Archeological, Historical, and Triba
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	SPR CUL-4 Archaeological Surveys: The project proponent will coordinate with an archaeologically trained resource professional or qualified archaeologist to conduct a site-specific survey of the treatment area. This SPR applies to all treatment activities and treatment types. Yes CAL FIRE Prior CAL FIRE A Confidential Archaeological Survey Report was prepared by Patrick McDaniel and reviewed by Brian Denham (CAL FIRE Northern Region Associate State Archaeologist). Refer to the attached Confidential Archaeol
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	2g, 2h, 3a, 3b, 3c, 4 Project treatment (prescribed burning, manual treatment, mechanical treatment) could result in direct or indirect adverse effects to special-status wildlife species, because suitable habitat for some species is present in the project area. The potential for adverse effects to special-status wildlife is within the scope of the activities and impacts addressed in the PEIR, because the treatment activities and intensity of disturbance as a result of implementing treatment activities are c
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	Though chaining may occur just outside the WLPZ, the amount and potential for soil disturbance is much less than that of tractor use (high blading, for example). Chaining tends to roll over top of vegetation, uprooting a small percentage, but generally crushing shrubs, causing them to flatten or break. When using a ball attached to the chain, the path of travel from the ball can cause soil disturbance for short stretches when the ball drags rather than rolls. Any such soil disturbances that occur in the WLP
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	Project treatment (prescribed burning, mechanical treatment, manual treatment) could result in direct or indirect adverse effects resulting in reduction of habitat or abundance of common wildlife, including nesting birds, because suitable habitat is present in the project area. The potential for adverse effects to common wildlife, including nesting birds, is within the scope of the activities and impacts addressed in the PEIR because the treatment activities and extent of expected disturbance as a result of
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	2. Suitable Habitat is Present and Adverse Effects Cannot Be Clearly Avoided. This SPR applies to all treatment activities and treatment types. No The project area is entirely within the Pilot Hill 7.5’ USGS quadrangle and a CNDDB 9-quad search was conducted on November 9th , 2022. A U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service IPaC query was conducted on November 10th , 2022. Review of Appendix BIO-3, Tables 14a and 14b, in the PEIR (Volume II) for special-status plants and wildlife that could occur in the Sierra Nevada F
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	break. Once the shrubs are treated, the area will be broadcast burned. It is expected that habitat function will be retained and treatment activities will not result in habitat type conversion. While some mortality of chaparral species is expected, significant regeneration from root stock and the seed bank is expected to occur immediately following treatments helping to improve habitat heterogeneity. T Additionally, within the Ecological Restoration treatment type, treatments will not be implemented in vege
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	Personnel utilized on this project will be advised of the need to be sure equipment coming to or leaving the project area will need to be washed. It is most likely that personnel and equipment assigned to work on the project will be from the local area and the concern of invasive weeds entering from other areas will be low. However, because fire crews, fuels crews and associated equipment (chainsaws, hand tools, etc.) and vehicles could have been used in other portions of the state either on fires or other 
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	WILDLIFE STATUS HABITAT AND MITIGATION MEASURES COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME FED STATE American badger Taxidea taxus N N SSC Most abundant in drier open stages of most shrub, forest, and herbaceous habitats, with friable soils. Needs sufficient food, friable soils and open, uncultivated ground. Preys on burrowing rodents. Digs burrows. The nearest detection is approximately 5 miles away on the southwest side of Folsom Lake. Preliminary surveys did not detect any badgers or badger burrows, and burrowing roden
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
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	Athene cunicularia Open, dry annual or perennial grasslands, deserts, and scrublands characterized by low-growing vegetation. Subterranean nester dependent upon burrowing mammals, most notably, the California ground squirrel. The grassland found within the project area is composed of approximately 2-foot-tall grasses. Therefore, despite the fact that burrows and prey are present, there is currently no known suitable breeding habitat within the project area. Therefore, no impacts are anticipated as a result 
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	N N SSC Intermediate to large-tree stages of coniferous forests and deciduous-riparian areas with high percent canopy closure. Uses cavities, snags, logs and rocky areas for cover and denning. Needs large areas of mature, dense forest. Project area is outside the range of this species. In addition, the project area is composed of oak woodland, chaparral, and grassland, with relatively low percent canopy closure. There is no suitable habitat within the project area; therefore, no impacts are anticipated as a
	Figure
	N T N Partly shaded shallow streams and riffles with a rocky substrate in a variety of habitats. Needs at least some cobble-sized substrate for egg-laying and at least 15 weeks to attain metamorphosis. Closely associated with streams and is rarely observed far from water’s edge. The nearest detection is approximately 4 miles away in a tributary to Folsom Lake. Suitable habitat in the form of shallow, rocky creeks that contain water for longer than 15 weeks are found within the project area. Visual encounter
	Figure
	PE E N Partly shaded shallow streams and riffles with a rocky substrate in a variety of habitats. Needs at least some cobble-sized substrate for egg-laying and at least 15 weeks to attain metamorphosis. Closely associated with streams and is rarely observed far from water’s edge. The nearest detection is approximately 4 miles away in a tributary to Folsom Lake. Suitable habitat in the form of shallow, rocky creeks that contain water for longer than 15 weeks are found within the project area. Visual encounte
	Figure
	N N FP Rolling foothills, mountain areas, sage-juniper flats, and desert. Cliff-walled canyons provide nesting habitat in most parts of the range; also, large trees in open areas. Eats mostly lagomorphs and rodents; also takes other mammals, birds, reptiles, and some carrion (2). A pair has repeatedly nested approximately 7 miles away, in oak woodland habitat. In 2015, they nested in a gray pine. If operations will occur during the bird nesting season (typically February 1 to August 31), a nesting bird surv
	Figure
	Grasshopper sparrow Ammodramus savannarum N N SSC Dense grasslands on rolling hills, lowland plains, in valleys and on hillsides on lower mountain slopes. Favors native grasslands with a mix of grasses, forbs and scattered shrubs. Loosely colonial when nesting. Ground nester that forages primarily on the ground or from low vegetation (2). 
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	Figure
	The nearest detection is approximately 12 miles away. The project area contains predominantly non-native grasses, however, since there are grasslands there is suitable habitat. If operations will occur during the bird nesting season (typically February 1 to August 31), a nesting bird survey shall be completed no more than 15 days prior to implementation. If a nest is found, an appropriate buffer shall be flagged around the nest site so crews avoid implementing project-related activity near the nest until th
	Figure
	Figure
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	The closest detection is approximately 6 miles away and from 1941. Suitable habitat in the form of trees and human structures does occur within the project area. Human structures will be avoided during operations. The prescription does include cutting trees less than 10 inches DBH and pruning trees up to 8 feet. However, ponderosa pine and valley oak trees large enough to have exfoliating bark will likely be greater than 10 inches DBH and this species roosts high above the ground, avoiding impacts to this s
	Figure
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	The project area is within the historical, but now anthropogenically blocked watershed for this species. There are no fish-supporting streams within the project boundary, therefore no impacts are anticipated. Swainson’s hawk Buteo swainsoni N T N Breeds in grasslands with scattered trees, juniper-sage flats, riparian areas, savannahs, and agricultural or ranch lands with groves or lines of trees. Requires adjacent suitable foraging areas such as grasslands, or alfalfa or grain fields supporting rodent popul
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
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	Figure
	Figure
	No vernal pools are found within the project area; therefore, no suitable habitat is present for this species. No impacts are anticipated. Western bumble bee Bombus occidentalis N CE N Nests, forages, and overwinters in meadows and grasslands with abundant floral resources. A generalist forager, the annual cycle for the western bumble bee includes an overwintering and nesting/flight period. Nest sites are primarily underground in cavities (e.g., squirrel burrows), but have also been observed above ground in
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Western spadefoot Spea hammondii N N SSC Occurs primarily in grassland habitats but can also be found in valley-foothill hardwood woodlands. Vernal pools are essential for breeding and egg-laying. No vernal pools are found within the project area; therefore, no suitable habitat is present for this species. No anticipated impact. White-tailed kite Elanus leucurus N N FP Rolling foothills and valley margins with scattered oaks and river bottomlands or marshes next to deciduous woodland. Open grasslands, meado
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	El Dorado bedstraw Galium californicum ssp. sierrae E R 1B.2 Found in open pine forest, oak forest, and chaparral. Suitable habitat occurs in the project area. Botanical surveys of suitable habitat shall be conducted during the blooming period (May to June) prior to operations with the potential to impact this species. Per MM BIO-1a, if the species is found, it shall be flagged and avoided by manual, mechanical and ground disturbing activities. El Dorado County mule ears Wyethia reticulata N N 1B.2 Found on
	Figure
	Figure
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	Figure
	to impact this species. Per MM BIO-1b, if the species is found, it shall be flagged and avoided by manual, mechanical and ground disturbing activities. Oval-leaved viburnum Viburnum ellipticum N N 2B.3 Found in chaparral, yellow-pine forest, generally north-facing slopes. Suitable habitat occurs in the project area. Botanical surveys of suitable habitat shall be conducted during the blooming period (May to June) prior to operations with the potential to impact this species. Per MM BIO-1b, if the species is 
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	Impact GEO-2: Increase Risk of Landslide Impact Geo-2, 3.7 LTS SPR GEO-3, 4, 7, 8, SPR AQ-3 Yes LTS A soil survey was prepared for the project site (Attachment D). No tractor operations will take place on slopes over 35% except for possible fire control line construction. All control lines will be water barred immediately upon completion of burning activities. Known unstable areas will be avoided from project activities. Potential impacts related to landslides will be mitigated to a less than significant le
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	High ground pressure vehicle that could cause soil disturbance or compaction when soils are saturated will be limited to extent feasible during project treatments. SPR GEO-3 Stabilize Disturbed Soil Areas: The project proponent will stabilize soil disturbed during mechanical, prescribed herbivory treatments and prescribed burns that result in exposure of bare soil over 50 percent or more of the treatment area with mulch or equivalent immediately after treatment activities, to the maximum extent practicable,
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	The project proponent will drain compacted and/or bare linear treatment areas capable of generating storm runoff via water breaks using the spacing and erosion control guidelines contained in Sections 914.6, 934.6, and 954.6(c) of the California Forest Practice Rules. This SPR applies only to mechanical, manual, and prescribed burn treatment activities and all treatment types. SPR GEO-6 Minimize Burn Pile Size: The project proponent will not create burn piles that exceed 20 feet in length, width, or diamete
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Identify location of impact Analysis in the PEIR Identify impact Significance in the PEIR SPRs & MMs applicable to the impact analysis in PEIR Does the Impact Apply to the project Treatments proposed Identify Impact Significance for the Treatment Project No New Impact Impact GHG-1: Conflict with applicable plan, policy, or regulation of an agency adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions of GHGs Impact GHG-1, 3.8 LTS SPR GHG-1 Yes LTS Use of vehicles, prescribed burning, and mechanical equipment dur
	Figure
	PEIR specific Project specific Identify location of impact Analysis in the PEIR Identify impact Significance in the PEIR SPRs & MMs applicable to the impact analysis in PEIR Does the Impact Apply to the project Treatments proposed Identify Impact Significance for the Treatment Project No New Impact Impact ENG-1: Result in Wasteful, Inefficient, or Unnecessary Consumption of Energy Impact ENG-1, 3.9 LTS N/A Yes LTS Use of vehicles and mechanical equipment during treatment would result in consumption of energ
	Figure
	PEIR specific Project specific Identify location of impact Analysis in the PEIR Identify impact Significance in the PEIR SPRs & MMs applicable to the impact analysis in PEIR Does the Impact Apply to the project Treatments proposed Identify Impact Significance for the Treatment Project No New Impact Impact HAZ-1: Create a Significant Health Hazard from the Use of Hazardous Materials Impact HAZ-1, 3.10 LTS SPR HAZ-1 Yes LTS Treatment would include manual treatment, prescribed burning, and mechanical treatment
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	SPR HAZ-1 Maintain All Equipment: The project proponent will maintain all diesel-and gasoline-powered equipment per manufacturer’s specifications, and in compliance with all state and federal emissions requirements. Maintenance records will be available for verification. This SPR applies to all treatment activities and treatment types. Yes CAL FIRE During CAL FIRE Drip torch fuel mixtures (diesel/gasoline) used for implementation of prescribed fire will be pre-mixed off site, typically at the local CAL FIRE
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Impact HYD-2: Violate Water Quality Standards or Waste Discharge Requirements, Substantially Degrade Surface or Ground Water Quality, or Conflict with or Obstruct the Implementation of a Water Quality Control Plan Through the Implementation of Manual or Mechanical Treatment Activities Impact HYD-2, 3.11 LTS SPR HYD-1, 4, 5 SPR BIO-1 SPR GEO-1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8 SPR HAZ-1, 5 Yes LTS The watercourses present within the project area are Class II’s and III’s which serve as tributaries to Class I watercourses outsid
	Figure
	Figure
	Impact HYD-5: Substantially Alter the Existing Drainage Pattern of a Treatment Site or Area Impact HYD-5, 3.11 LTS SPR HYD-4, 6 SPR GEO-5 Yes LTS Treatments (manual, broadcast burning, mechanical) could potentially alter existing drainage patterns by removing some vegetation however, it is anticipated that drainage patterns will be improved on existing trails and roads. No new roads will be constructed, and any constructed dozer line will be water barred to prevent concentration of overland flow. The impact
	SPR HYD-4 Identify and Protect Watercourse and Lake Protection Zones: The project proponent will establish Watercourse and Lake Protection Zones (WLPZs) as defined in 14 CCR Section 916 .5 of the California Forest Practice Rules on either side of watercourses. This SPR applies to all treatment activities and treatment types. Yes CAL FIRE Prior-During CAL FIRE No class I watercourses occur within the project area. Several small Class II and III watercourses, including springs and multiple stock ponds contain
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Treatments will occur on private property and the landowners have no intent to sell or split the property. The landowners’ objectives are to increase resiliency to fire, protect the property, improve range forage, and improve wildlife values in the area. Local county land use planning and regulation will be adhered to; treatment activities are consistent local policies and regulations. The impact is within the scope of the PEIR analysis and site-specific analysis. Impact LU-2: Induce Substantial Unplanned P
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	the treatment would occur during daytime hours, which avoid the potential to cause sleep disturbance to residents during the more noise sensitive evening and nighttime hours. The location of the project is in a rural area that with predominantly agricultural and ranching land uses. Project activities will be no different than the noise associated with normal activities within the surrounding area. The impact is within the scope of the PEIR analysis and site-specific analysis. Applicable Implementing Entity 
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	PEIR specific Project specific Identify location of impact Analysis in the PEIR Identify impact Significance in the PEIR SPRs & MMs applicable to the impact analysis in PEIR Does the Impact Apply to the project Treatments proposed Identify Impact Significance for the Treatment Project No New Impact Impact TRAN-1: Result in temporary traffic operations impacts by conflicting with a program, plan, ordinance, or policy addressing roadway facilities or prolonged road closures Impact TRAN-1, 3.15 LTS SPR TRAN-1 
	EC-15: PUBLIC SERVICES, UTILITIES, AND SERVICE SYSTEMS PEIR specific Project specific Identify location of impact Analysis in the PEIR Identify impact Significance in the PEIR SPRs & MMs applicable to the impact analysis in PEIR Does the Impact Apply to the project Treatments proposed Identify Impact Significance for the Treatment Project No New Impact Impact UTIL-1: Result in Physical Impacts Associated with Provision of Sufficient Water Supplies, Including Related Infrastructure Needs Impact UTL-1, 3.16 L
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	Other Impacts to Public Services, Utilities, and Service Systems: Would the project result in other impacts to public services, utilities, and service systems that are not evaluated in the CalVTP PEIR? No N/A 
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	describing the activity, timing, and contact information; 3) send the local county supervisor and county administrative officer (or equivalent official responsible for distribution of public information) a notification letter describing the activity, its necessity, timing, and measures being taken to protect the environment and prevent prescribed burn escape. This SPR applies only to prescribed burn treatment activities and all treatment types. SPR AD-5 Maintain Site Cleanliness: If trash receptacles are us
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	SPR AD-9. Obtain a Coastal Development Permit for Proposed Treatment Within the Coastal Zone Where Required. When planning a treatment project within the Coastal Zone, the project proponent would contact the local Coastal Commission district office, or applicable local government to determine if the project area is within the jurisdiction of the Coastal Commission, a local government with a certified Local Coastal Program (LCP), or both. This SPR applies to all treatment activities and all treatment types. 
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