Fire Hazard Severity Zones

(FHSZ)




> Fire Hazard Severity maps
recognize areas of increased fire
danger in California.

> CAL FIRE recently updated these
maps, making them available to
the public on their website.

> www.Fire.CA.Gov



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
IBHS’ testing facility has demonstrated how wind-carrying embers deflect from a structure and collect within 5 feet of its base. The goal, which is to prevent fire propagation within Zone 0, must be followed up with the tactic of creating a dead zone for embers to burn out.

https://www.fire.ca.gov/

@ Find your Fire Hazard Severity Zone (FHSZ) and local public contacts
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Find your FHSZ and local contacts Lo
February 10,2025

Find your address

 Search for your address box above this panel and begin typing yor

View contact information for your local jurisdiction

Once an address is searched for/selected, the m: ay the relevant contact information, if available.

Adjust the map view Phase 2, as
rocommended on
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San Jose 5",

San Francisco
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Show/hide the map legend [

To hide the legend panel, click the double arrow FRe
March 10, 2025

Communit; paredness and Mitigation > Fire Hazard Severity

Fire Hazard Severity Zones

click on the legend button (listicon) near the top right of the map.

by clicking on the layers button (stacked paper icon) near the top fthe map, click on the relevans

Phase 4, as
recommended on
March 24, 2025

layer(s) to toggle visibility. To close the legend panel, dlick on the double arrow (>>) button n:

Measure distance and/or area

Click on the measre button (ruler icon) near the top right of the map, then hover over the options and follow = \
. -C)w Angeles.

California’s seasonally dry Mediterranean climate lends itself to wildfires, and in an effort to better prepare, CAL FIRE is required to classify the
Change basemap
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severity of fire hazard in areas of California

ire Hazard Severity Zone Maps
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FIRE HAZARD Hazard Severity Zone
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E MAPS FireHazard Severty Zone maps aose from ror

destructive fires, prompting the recognition of these
areas and strategies to reduce wildfire risks. Legislative
response led to mandated mapping across California
under the California Public Resources Code 4201-4204
encompassing all State Responsibility Areas (SRA)

watch on I8 YouTube



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Links are active 


https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/what-we-do/community-wildfire-preparedness-and-mitigation/fire-hazard-severity-zones
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/5065c998b4b0462f9ec3c6c226c610a9

lgnition Resistant ZONE O

Information and statistics




> Zone 0 is a critical component of
structure defense and, when
coupled with Zones 1 and Zone 2,
is essential to defensible space.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
IBHS’ testing facility has demonstrated how wind-carrying embers deflect from a structure and collect within 5 feet of its base. The goal, which is to prevent fire propagation within Zone 0, must be followed up with the tactic of creating a dead zone for embers to burn out.


Zone 0: 5-ft non-combustible
Buffer

THREE ZONES MAKE UP 100 FEET
OF DEFENSIBLE SPACE

Remove all vegetation,
including overhanging
branches

Remove wood mulch

Remove combustible fences

ARROW KEY

10 feet of clearance
- A= from structure to
bare mineral soil

Replace with rock, pavers, or
stepping stones.

no flammable
+——p wegetation for an
additional 10 feet

ZONE O: 0-5 FEET
ZONE 1: 5-30 FEET




Zone 0 reduces the likelihood of structure ignition by
reducing the potential for direct ignition of the structure...

from flame contact, by embers that accumulate at the base
of a wall,

and/or indirect ignitions when embers ignite vegetation,
vegetative debris, or other combustible materials located
close to the structure.

that result in either a radiant heat/or a direct flame contact
exposure to the structure


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Science has been able to replicate reality. Wind-driven fires carry embers from far or near, but the collection point is at the base of the structure.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Damage Inspection data has stated the connection of an attached deck or porch being the fire pathway to the structure, but this can be minimized if the fire pathway to the combustible deck or porch is interrupted by creating Zone 0 and eliminating combustible vegetation and or other materials. The IBHS photo on the left illustrates the need to remove combustible vegetation within 5 feet of the deck. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
ANIMATION SLIDE.  Click ONCE for highlight.

Fence construction features are: Combustible – Non-Combustible – No Fence
Attached FENCES to structures have contributed to the structure loss
Brewer – How many years or structures does this chart represent? 
Zone 0 will interrupt that fire pathway to the structure as the current rule plead reads




Odds Ratio

20
15
10

Violation

Mo Violation -

A.Remove oll branches within 10 feel of ony chimney or stovepipe outlel, pursuont to PRC § 42911c)(4) ond 14 CCR § 1299.03(0)2). N

OB. l:%vgm, needles or other vegelation on rools, gutters, decks, porches, stairways, efc. pursuant 1o PRC § 4291 (o}(6) ond 14 CCR §

oc. Ea&o;olc;!;goggd [:Jn[g]dyng trees, branches and shrubs, or other plonts adjocent to or overhanging buildings, pursuant to PRC § 4291 [} (5] ond 14

O D.Remove all deod and dying gross, plants, shrubs, rees, branches, leaves, weeds and needles, pursuont fo 14 CCR § 1299.03(o)(1).
O E. Remove or seporote live lommoble ground cover and shrubs, pursuont 1o PRC § 4291(c)(1) ond BOF General Guidelines item 1.

0O F. Remove Hammable ion and items that could cotch fire which ore odjocent to, or below, combustible decks, bolconies, and stairs, pursuont to )
14 CCR § 12‘?9.03!05[4]‘

O G.Relocote exposed wood piles outside of Zone| unless completely covered in o firevesisiont moterial, pursvant to 14 CCR § 1299.03o)(3).

O H.Cut annual grasses ond forbs down lo o maximum height of 4 inches, pursuant to 14 CCR § 1299.03(b)(2)(8).

0 1. Remove fuels in occordance with the Fuel Separation or Conlinuous Tree Conopy guidelines (see back], pursuant to BOF Generol Guidelines item 4.

O J. All exposed woodpiles must have o minimum of 10 feet cleorance, down to bare mineral soil, in all directions, pursuant to 14 CCR § 1299.03(b)(2)
(.

O K.Deod ond dying woody surface fuels and oeriol fuels sholl be removed. Loose surface litter, normolly consisting of follen leaves or needles, twigs,
bork, cones, and small bronches, sholl be permitted to o maximum depth of 3 inches, pursuont to 14 CCR § 1299.03(b{2](A).

Balawmall I e T S | 'I!-'
Detensible and Redu Zone [/ Within 100 ¢

| :-| 'ar 10 Hiustrarion pelow :
L - i v LBl TEEY |

0 L. Logs or stumps embedded in the soil must be removed or isolated from other vegetation, pursuant lo BOF Generol Guidelines item 3.

STTUCTUNGS OF 1O The proper

O M.Outbuildings ond Liquid Propane Gas (LPG) st tanks shall hove 10 feet of clearonce 1o bore mineral soil and no flommoble vegetetion
for an oddm;limol lglul a:ﬁnd their ewbt,ml lo 14 CCR § 1299.03()(1).

O N.Address numbers sholl be displayed in contrasting colors (4" min. size) ond readable from the street or access road, pursuont to 2016 CFC § 505.1.
O O.Equip chimney or stovepipe openings with o melol screen hoving openings between 3/8 inch and 1/2 inch, pursuant to 2016 CBC § 2113.9.2.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
ANIMATION SLIDE. Click 1 time to bring in panel

The data overlay is displaying the relationship of defensible space violations compared to destroyed structures
Columns A through O are the current defensible space regulations with some additional requirements
Zone 0 will transition requirements A,B,C, and F into the new Zone 0. 
What the last three slides illustrate best is that each mitigation action taken, EIGHT in total, reduces risk and creates links in the chain of resiliency for homeowners. And when replicated throughout a neighborhood, defensible space transforms from a parcel-level change to a communal-level change. 


CA BHODB s to Emergency?Call oty Transiste Setings

Defensible Space

Practical ways to protect your home from wildfire.

The ntensity of widfir fuel management varies within the 100-foot
ety SVl R perimeter of the home, with more intense fuels’ eduction occurring closer
toyour home. Start at the home and work your way outto 100 feet o to your
propertyline, whichevers closer. Learn more about the Defensible Space
Zonesbelow.

Prepare | Prevent | ForestHealth | Post Wildfire |

REQUEST A REAL ESTATE
DEFENSIBLE SPACE INSPECTION &

\ 94

Defensible Space

Defend your home against wildfires by creating a safe
perimeter.

Fragen Uns

NP www. fire.ca.gov/dspace

Your home's wildfire safety buffer

www.readyforwildfire.com/prepare



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Links are active 


http://www.readyforwildfire.com/prepare
http://www.fire.ca.gov/dspace
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