










 

 

Supplement to Economic and Fiscal Impact Statement (STD 399) 
“Exam Fee Amendments 2026” 

 
Economic Impact Statement  
 
B1: Based on the following parameters, the upper bound of the costs of the proposed 
action were quantified: 

 The current cost of an exam is $200.  
 The proposed amended exam price is $450.  
 The average number of people taking the exam per year is 89. (Ranging from 86-

98 over the last three years.) 
 

Therefore, the total added cost for an individual applicant is: 
Difference in per-applicant cost per test:   $450-$200   = $ 250 
Average total cost to individuals from the exam:   $250*89= $ 22,250 
 
The economic impact is $22,250 dollars annually. The lifetime cost of this regulation is 
estimated to be $222,500 between 2026 and 2036. 

D1 & D2: Alternative #1: No Action Alternative 

The Board considered taking no action, but this alternative was rejected because it 
would not address the problem: the cost of administering the exam significantly exceeds 
the exam fee.  

Cost of administering exam: $463 per applicant 

Current exam fee: $200 per applicant 

Shortfall: $263 per applicant 

Alternative #2: Make regulation less prescriptive 

This action would replace the prescriptive standards for registration qualification with 
performance-based regulations. This action could include simplifying the requirements 
for qualified applicants, reducing the cost of reviewing applications. However, this 
alternative may reduce clarity and consistency for foresters who are not yet registered 
and are planning their career path. This alternative would not impact the costs of exam 
administration. 

 
Fiscal Impact Statement 
 
B4: The changes to exam fees are expected to result in additional income to the 
Professional Foresters’ Registration Program, amounting to $22,250 per year.  
 



 

 

This is to offset the cost of administering the exam, which are currently running an 
annual deficit of $23,407. Additional program changes, such as using computers for 
testing to streamline grading and use of free facilities for testing, are expected to make 
up the $1,157 shortfall.  
 
The goal is that the increased revenues will be sufficient to support the operating costs 
of the Professional Foresters Registration Program Exams. The Board of Forestry and 
Fire Protection will continue to track and evaluate fee revenues and program 
expenditures, with the goal of making the Professional Foresters Registration Program 
self-sustaining over time. 
 




