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NOTICE OF PROPOSED ACTION

Urban and Community Forestry Program Procedures, 2026

 Board of Forestry and Fire Protection
Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations
[bookmark: _Hlk69816915][bookmark: _Hlk42085059]Division 1.5, Chapter 9.7

[Notice to be Published in Notice Register April 17, 2026]

NATURE OF PROCEEDING
Notice is hereby given that the California State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection (Board) is proposing to take the action described in the Informative Digest.
WRITTEN COMMENT PERIOD
Any person, or authorized representative, may submit written comments relevant to the proposed regulatory action to the Board. The written comments must be received by the Board via mail, facsimile, or hand delivery no later than June 2, 2026. 

Written comments may be delivered via e-mail at the following address:	
	
PublicComments@BOF.ca.gov

Written comments may be submitted via U.S. Mail to the following address:

Board of Forestry and Fire Protection
	Attn: Jane Van Susteren
	Regulations Coordinator
P.O. Box 944246
	Sacramento, CA  94244-2460

Written comments can also be hand delivered to the contact person listed in this notice at the following address:

	Board of Forestry and Fire Protection
	715 P Street	
	Sacramento, CA 95814

The Board has not scheduled a public hearing on this proposed action. However, the Board will hold a hearing if it receives a written request for a public hearing from any interested person, or their authorized representative, no later than 15 days before the close of the written comment period. Any request should be made to the contact information provided above.
AUTHORITY AND REFERENCE (pursuant to GOV § 11346.5(a)(2) and 1 CCR § 14) 
Authority cited: Section 4799.12, Public Resources Code

Reference: Sections 700, 730, 4799 and 12200-12292, Public Resources Code; Section 1320, Fish and Game Code; 16 U.S.C. Section 2103 et seq.; and 14 CCR Sections 913.11, 933.11, 953.11 and 1550.

Reference: 700(b), (c), 730 and 4799.06-4799.12, Public Resources Code.
INFORMATIVE DIGEST/POLICY STATEMENT OVERVIEW (pursuant to GOV 11346.5(a)(3)(A)-(D))
Pursuant to California Public Resources Code section 4799.12 (Section 4799.12), the California Board of Forestry and Fire Protection (Board) is authorized to adopt regulations for the implementation of the California Urban and Community Forestry Grant Program (Program). 

The purpose of the Program is to increase the long-term benefits trees provide, improve the public’s understanding and appreciation of urban trees, and advance urban forest management and tree care, with special consideration given to urban forestry projects serving disadvantaged or low-income communities.

The problems are as follows: First, since Chapter 9.7, Division 1.5, of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations was adopted in 1983, Public Resources Code Section 4799.12 has been amended three times—in 2008, 2009, and 2017. Specifically, in 2008, the legislature (1) amended the introductory paragraph of Section 4799.12 by adding that the “director may waive the cost share requirement for projects that are in disadvantaged and severely disadvantaged communities”; (2) amended the final sentence of the introductory paragraph to provide, “Authorized assistance may include, but is not limited to, any of the following needs” for “Authorized assistance shall include”; and (3) added a number of additional categories of authorized assistance. In 2009, the legislature amended the introductory paragraph of Section 4799.12 to allow the Director to waive the cost sharing requirement if the funding source for a grant prohibits cost sharing requirements. In 2017, the legislature amended Section 4799.12 to: (1) substitute “low-income communities” for “severely disadvantaged communities”, consistent with the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund Investment Plan and Communities Revitalization Act; (2) authorize the director to make advance payments from a grant awarded to a nonprofit organization that is located in or providing service to disadvantaged or low-income communities, as provided; and (3) further expand the list of authorized assistance to include funding for improved urban forest maintenance, and projects that respond to events that impact urban forest health, as provided, and funding for planning and technical assistance for eligible applicants assisting disadvantaged communities.

Because the regulations in Chapter 9.7 were not updated at those times, amendments to the regulations are necessary to ensure clarity and consistency with PRC Section 4799.12. Second, to reduce legal risk related to grant projects, the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) does not make surplus equipment available to grantees. Third, several procedures in the regulations are overly prescriptive or ambiguous, leading to inefficient grant administration. 

The purpose of this proposed regulatory action is to: (1) update or remove outdated language to ensure consistency with the 2008, 2009, and 2017 amendments to PRC Section 4799.12; (2) remove from the list of ineligible costs the purchase of mechanical equipment if similar surplus mechanical equipment can be made available and acquired by the Department; and (3) provide clarification regarding the responsibilities of CAL FIRE’s Director in soliciting, accepting, reviewing, and approving applications for the Program.  

The effect of the proposed regulatory action will be to clarify the standards that apply to the Program and ensure effective and efficient grant administration. 

The benefit of the proposed regulatory action is that by providing CAL FIRE and Program applicants with clear and up-to-date regulations, CAL FIRE and Program applicants will be better able to realize the benefits of the Program articulated in Public Resources Code section 4799.08, including: 
1. Promoting the use of urban forest resources for purposes of increasing integrated projects with multiple benefits in urban communities, including, but not limited to, the following:
a. Expanded urban forest canopy.
b. Community greening.
c. Increased carbon sequestration.
d. Reduced energy consumption.
e. Reduction of impacts of the urban heat island effect.
f. Improved management of stormwater and dry weather runoff.
g. Improved local water capture and efficient use of water for urban forest maintenance.
h. Climate adaptation, with an emphasis on disadvantaged communities.
2. Stopping the decline of our urban forest resources, facilitating the planting of trees in urban communities, and improving the quality of the environment in urban areas through the establishment and improved management of urban forest resources.
3. Optimizing the potential of tree and vegetative cover in reducing energy consumption and producing fuel and other products.
4. Encouraging the coordination of state and local agency activities in urban forestry and related programs and encouraging maximum community participation in their development and implementation.
5. Reducing or eliminating tree loss resulting from invasive pests and diseases.
6. Promoting policies and incentives for grantees that advance improved maintenance of urban forest canopy to optimize multiple benefits.

There is no comparable Federal regulation or statute.

Board staff conducted an evaluation on whether the proposed action is inconsistent or incompatible with existing State regulations pursuant to GOV § 11346.5(a)(3)(D). State regulations related to the proposed action were relied upon in the development of the proposed action to ensure the consistency and compatibility of the proposed action with existing State regulations. Board staff evaluated the balance of existing State regulations related to measures concerning the Urban and Community Forestry Program within State regulations that met the same purpose as the proposed action. Based on this evaluation and effort, the Board has determined that the proposed regulations are neither inconsistent nor incompatible with existing State regulations. The proposed regulation is entirely consistent and compatible with existing Board rules. 

Statute to which the proposed action was compared: Chapter 8, Parts 2 and 2.5, Division 4, Public Resources Code. 

Regulations to which the proposed action was compared: Division 1.5, Title 14, California Code of Regulations. 
MANDATED BY FEDERAL LAW OR REGULATIONS
The proposed action is not mandated by Federal law or regulations.  

The proposed action neither conflicts with, nor duplicates, Federal regulations. 

There are no comparable Federal regulations concerning conversion of timberland. No existing Federal regulations meeting the same purpose as the proposed action were identified. 
OTHER STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS (pursuant to GOV § 11346.5(a)(4))
There are no other matters as are prescribed by statute applicable to the specific State agency or to any specific regulation or class of regulations.
LOCAL MANDATE (pursuant to GOV § 11346.5(a)(5)).  
The proposed action does not impose a mandate on local agencies or school districts.
FISCAL IMPACT (pursuant to GOV § 11346.5(a)(6))
There is no cost to any local agency or school district that is required to be reimbursed under Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division 4 of the Government Code.

A local agency or school district has the authority to levy service charges, fees, or assessments sufficient to pay for the program or level of service mandated by the act, within the meaning of Section 17556 of the Government Code. 

The proposed action will not result in the imposition of other non-discretionary costs or savings to local agencies.

The proposed action will not result in costs or savings in Federal funding to the State.

The proposed action will not result in costs to any State agency. The proposed action represents a continuation of existing forest practice regulations related to the conduct of timber operations and will not result in any direct or indirect costs or savings to any state agency.
HOUSING COSTS (pursuant to GOV § 11346.5(a)(12))
The proposed action will not significantly affect housing costs.
[bookmark: _Hlk506549358]SIGNIFICANT STATEWIDE ADVERSE ECONOMIC IMPACT DIRECTLY AFFECTING BUSINESS, INCLUDING ABILITY TO COMPETE (pursuant to GOV §§ 11346.3(a), 11346.5(a)(7) and 11346.5(a)(8))
The proposed action will not have a significant statewide adverse economic impact directly affecting business, including the ability of California businesses to compete with businesses in other states (by making it costlier to produce goods or services in California).

FACTS, EVIDENCE, DOCUMENTS, TESTIMONY, OR OTHER EVIDENCE RELIED
UPON TO SUPPORT INITIAL DETERMINATION IN THE NOTICE THAT THE
PROPOSED ACTION WILL NOT HAVE A SIGNIFICANT ADVERSE ECONOMIC
IMPACT ON BUSINESS (pursuant to GOV § 11346.2(b)(5) and GOV § 11346.5(a)(8))
Contemplation by the Board of the economic impact of the provisions of the proposed action through the lens of the decades of contemplating forestry in California that the Board brings to bear on regulatory development. 
STATEMENTS OF THE RESULTS OF THE ECONOMIC IMPACT ASSESSMENT (EIA)  
The results of the economic impact assessment are provided below pursuant to GOV § 11346.5(a)(10) and prepared pursuant to GOV § 11346.3(b)(1)(A)-(D).  The proposed action:  
· Will not create jobs within California (GOV § 11346.3(b)(1)(A)); 
· Will not eliminate jobs within California (GOV § 11346.3(b)(1)(A));  
· Will not create new businesses (GOV § 11346.3(b)(1)(B));
· Will not eliminate existing businesses within California (GOV § 11346.3(b)(1)(B));
· Will not affect the expansion or contraction of businesses currently doing business within California (GOV § 11346.3(b)(1)(C));
· Will yield nonmonetary benefits (GOV § 11346.3(b)(1)(D)). These measures may benefit environmental quality in urban landscapes throughout the state and human health by creating expanded urban forest canopy, thus improving air quality, health outcomes related to air quality, water infiltration, heat island effects, and community greening. There are no impacts to worker safety. 

COST IMPACTS ON REPRESENTATIVE PERSON OR BUSINESS (pursuant to GOV § 11346.5(a)(9))
The agency is not aware of any cost impacts that a representative private person or business would necessarily incur in reasonable compliance with the proposed action. No adverse impacts are to be expected.  
BUSINESS REPORT (pursuant to GOV §§ 11346.5(a)(11) and 11346.3(d))
The proposed action does not impose a business reporting requirement.
SMALL BUSINESS (defined in GOV 11342.610)
The proposed regulation may affect small business, though small businesses, within the meaning of GOV § 11342.610, are not expected to be significantly affected by the proposed action.

Small business, pursuant to 1 CCR § 4(a):  
(1) Is legally required to comply with the regulation; 
(2) Is not legally required to enforce the regulation;
(3) Does not derive a benefit from the enforcement of the regulation; 
(4) May incur a detriment from the enforcement of the regulation if they do not comply with the regulation.
ALTERNATIVES INFORMATION
In accordance with GOV § 11346.5(a)(13), the Board must determine that no reasonable alternative it considers, or that has otherwise been identified and brought to the attention of the Board, would be more effective in carrying out the purpose for which the action is proposed, or would be as effective and less burdensome to affected private persons than the proposed action, or would be more cost-effective to affected private persons and equally effective in implementing the statutory policy or other provision of law.
CONTACT PERSON
Requests for copies of the proposed text of the regulations, the Initial Statement of Reasons, modified text of the regulations and any questions regarding the substance of the proposed action may be directed to: 
	
Board of Forestry and Fire Protection
	Attn: Jane Van Susteren 
	Regulations Coordinator
	P.O. Box 944246
	Sacramento, CA  94244-2460
	Telephone: (916) 653-8007

The designated backup person in the event Ms. Van Susteren is not available is Andrew Lawhorn, of the Board of Forestry and Fire Protection. Mr. Lawhorn may be contacted at the above address or phone.
AVAILABILITY STATEMENTS (pursuant to GOV § 11346.5(a) (16), (18))
All of the following are available from the contact person:
1. Express terms of the proposed action using UNDERLINE to indicate an addition to the California Code of Regulations and STRIKETHROUGH to indicate a deletion.
2. Initial Statement of Reasons, which includes a statement of the specific purpose of each adoption, amendment, or repeal, the problem the Board is addressing, and the rationale for the determination by the Board that each adoption, amendment, or repeal is reasonably necessary to carry out the purpose and address the problem for which it is proposed. 
3. The information upon which the proposed action is based (pursuant to GOV § 11346.5(b)).
4. Changed or modified text.  After holding the hearing and considering all timely and relevant comments received, the Board may adopt the proposed regulations substantially as described in this notice.  If the Board makes modifications which are sufficiently related to the originally proposed text, it will make the modified text—with the changes clearly indicated—available to the public for at least 15 days before the Board adopts the regulations as revised.  Notice of the comment period on changed regulations, and the full text as modified, will be sent to any person who testified at the hearings, submitted comments during the public comment period, including written and oral comments received at the public hearing, or requested notification of the availability of such changes from the Board of Forestry and Fire Protection.  The Board will accept written comments on the modified regulations for 15 days after the date on which they are made available.
FINAL STATEMENT OF REASONS
When the Final Statement of Reasons (FSOR) has been prepared, the FSOR will be available from the contact person on request.
INTERNET ACCESS
All of the material referenced in the Availability Statements is also available on the Board web site at: https://bof.fire.ca.gov/regulations/proposed-rule-packages/

The Board’s mission is to lead California in developing policies and programs that serve the public interest in environmentally, economically, and socially sustainable management of forest and rangelands, and a fire protection system that protects and serves the people of the state.
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