
How to Apply for a 
CAL FIRE 

Examination



Open an Examination / Employment 
Application (STD 678).

The STD 678 is available in the 
examination bulletin or in your 

CalCareers profile.

https://jobs.ca.gov/pdf/std678.pdf


If you have multiple last names or 
go by a nickname, make sure you 

provide us with the same, legal, full 
name throughout the exam process.

Your CalCareer ID can be found in your 
CalCareers profile. It may automatically 

populate in the box. If you are unable to 
find your CalCareer ID, leave it blank.

Provide only one mailing address. The 
Examination Unit frequently 

communicates via mail, so please 
ensure your address is correct. Please 
provide the county, as this can affect 
where you take an in-person exam.

Please provide all nine digits of your 
Social Security Number. An incorrect 

or missing number can delay the 
application and scoring process.



Provide at least one telephone number. 
Ensure your voicemail box is set up 

and can take messages.

Provide an email address that you 
check frequently. Ensure there are no 

typos.

Provide the Classification title and/or 
Exam Code for all examination(s) for 
which you are applying. The Exam 

Code is provided on each exam 
bulletin. Do not provide any Job 

Control numbers (e.g., JC-
123456).



Always answer 
#1-5

Always answer 
#9-10

Depends on the 
exam bulletin

If any answers require additional information, provide that here.



If you selected “Yes” on 
#10, submit the STD 679 
form along with your STD 

678. This form is also 
available in the bulletin.

This question refers to special testing arrangements a 
candidate may need during an exam, NOT travel 

accommodations.

https://jobs.ca.gov/pdf/STD679.pdf


Sign and date your application! Both wet and electronic signatures are acceptable.

Johnathan Doe 1/1/2023



Fill out the Education and Licenses sections carefully, especially if the Minimum Qualifications require 
specific items (e.g., high school graduation or equivalent, paramedic card). Make sure to include copies of 

these documents/licenses with your application packet.



“From” dates, “To” dates, and “Hours 
Per Week” will be used to calculate your 

experience. Dates should be specific, 
down to the day. Hours per week should 

be an average, NOT a range.

Provide as much detail as possible in the 
“Duties Performed” section. Employment 
experience that is missing from “Duties 

Performed” may not be considered.

Fill out all sections of the 
Employment History boxes.

Use one box for each title or 
classification held, even if it 
was with the same company.

“Total Worked” 
refers to the years 
and months on the 
job (e.g., 1 year, 6 

months).



You may choose to fill out the optional Equal Employment 
Opportunity (EEO) form included in the STD 678. If so, this 

is submitted with the rest of your application packet.



Print your STD. 678 and any other requested documents listed in the exam 
bulletin. Documents may include: STD. 679, copies of licenses, unofficial 

college transcripts, supplemental forms, Training and Experience Narratives, 
etc.

The exam 
bulletin will tell 

you exactly what 
to include with 
the STD. 678!



At this time, no electronic copies of exam applications can be accepted. Please mail or 
walk-in your application package to the following address:

Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
710 Riverpoint Court

West Sacramento, CA 95605
Examination Unit – (Attn: Analyst’s Name)

This address and the Exam Analyst’s name will be provided in every exam bulletin 
under “How To Apply”.

Although not required, the Examination Unit always recommends sending applications 
via USPS Certified Mail. Without a tracking number, delayed or lost mail may prevent 

candidates’ admittance to the exam.



Questions?

CAL FIRE Examination Unit
CALFIREexams@fire.ca.gov

(916) 894-9580

mailto:CALFIREexams@fire.ca.gov
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