Tree Preservation Pledge for Green Schoolyards Projects
Mature trees are essential to the infrastructure on a school campus. They provide powerful environmental, health, and educational benefits that are long-lasting and vital to promoting the health and sustainability of climate-resilient school campuses. Urban areas are disproportionately affected by the urban heat island effect and school campuses can become dangerously hot, often reaching surface temperatures of 120º F or more. Mature trees offer critical shade and help reduce surface temperatures, improve air quality, reduce energy use, and support student well-being. Due to the fact that it can take several years for new plantings to deliver comparable benefits, preserving existing healthy, mature trees is one of the most impactful actions a green schoolyard project can take. 
By signing this pledge, this project agrees that: 
· No mature, healthy trees will be removed as part of this project without prior written approval from a CAL FIRE Regional Urban Forester, regardless of funding source, project design, or justification.
· This project will prioritize design decisions that preserve existing mature trees and integrate them into the schoolyard where possible.  
· Removal and replacement of dead, hazardous, or diseased trees associated with natural disaster, extraordinary natural events, pest and/or disease outbreak.
· Projects must provide GPS coordinates, species and reason for removal. Along with photographs of each tree prior to removal and a plan to replace each removed tree with one that offers equal or greater long-term carbon storage and environmental benefits. 
· All requests must be reviewed and approved in advance by a CAL FIRE Regional Urban Forester. 
This project understands that unauthorized removal of healthy, mature trees, even if it is not being funded by CAL FIRE, may result in consequences including funding ineligibility, project delays, or termination of grant agreement. 
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