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Calendar Year 

Grantee 

CAL FIRE Urban & Community Forestry Program 
California Climate Investments Grant Progress Report 

Between quarters, I D Dates covered by report (mm/dd/yyyy): with interim billing. _ 

Or, quarter D June 30 D Sept. 30 D Dec. 31 D March 31 
ending: 

Grant Agreement #8GG 

Reporting Individual: 

Reporting Date (mm/dd/yyyy) 

Email Address: 

Phone Number: ~-------~I Title of Reporting Individual:~------------------~ 

GGRF funds expended this period: .... I ________ ~ GGRF funds expended project to date: .... I ________ ~ 

Match funds expended this per iod: .... I ________ _, Match funds expended project to date: ... I ________ ~ 
Total funds expended this period: .... I ________ _, Total funds expended project to date: ... I ________ _, 

Number of trees planted this period: '-[ ___ _, Number of trees planted project to date: .... I ___ __, 

Number of other plants p lanted this period: Number of other plants planted to date: __ [ ___ __, 

Attach the CAL FIRE provided spreadsheet of trees planted by species for this period with all information included. For other plants, 
provide number of plants by species and project site locations (XY coordinate and address of the site). 

Describe and 
quantify t ree 
and plant 
maintenance 
activ ities 
completed 
during this 
period: 

Please provide GHG reduction numbers fort he project as described below. Note that all GHG numbers must be determined using 
the Air Resources Board approved Quantification Methodology. 

GHG reductions from trees this period (MTC02e): 

GHG reductions 
from other 
activ ities this 
period (describe 
and quantify if 
applicable): 

GHG reductions from trees project to date (MTC02e): I~-----' 
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Please indicate what co-benefits and deliverables the project had during the project period by checking the box below. Describe 
t he co-benefits and/or quantify them in the box below. 

D Storm water runoff reduced (report in acre feet). 

D Storm water runoff treated (report in acre feet). 

D Air quality improvement. Quantify. 

D Reduced vehicle miles travelled. Describe how. 

O Jobs created. Report in FTE or man hours. Indicate if person 
employed is from DAC. 

D Individuals trained. Indicate if certificate earned. 

D Public health benefi ts. Describe below. 

O Acres of urban land acquired. Quantify acres and describe. 

Describe co­
benefits 
achieved 
during this 
period. 
Quantify 
whenever 
possible: 

Partnerships: 
please describe 
the ro le of 
project partners 
during this 
period. Be sure 
to indicate 
successes from 
the partnership. 
Challenges 
should be 
captured in the 
last box below. 

□ Trees inventoried. Only include if the CAL FIRE data 
collect ion criteria are met. 

D Policies improved. 

D Mapping conducted or analyses undertaken. 

D Publications produced/web pages created, etc. Describe. 

D Bone dry tons of urban woody biomass diverted from 
landfills. Quantify. Describe products. 

D Renewable energy generated (kWh) 

D Other benefi ts/deliverables: describe and/or quantify 
below to the best of your abil ity. 

Attach pictures/products If applicable. 
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Disadvantaged Communities and Low Income Communities: List the CES 3.0 census tracts served during the reporting period. 
Refer to the guidance in the GrantGuidelinesAppendixL for descriptions of how the census tracts qualify. 

Step lA 
-DAC 
t racts 

Step 1B­
Low 
Income 
tracts 
near DAC 

Step lC -

Low Income 
t racts - othe 

Step lD­
Low Income 
household 
job benefit 

Description 
of Step 2 
(addressing a 
need) 
activities 
completed 
during this 
period (must 
meet A, B,C, 
or D): 

Desc,iµlion 
of Step 3 
benefits 
provided 
(must meet 
A, B,C, D, or 
E: 

Attach pictures/products if applicable. 



�����������	
��
��������
������
���
��������������

������������
������
���
�
���������
��� �!����"#����$%�
�

������ &'()* + ,-.�/0123/45676 + 8)(9:3/45676 + &'()* ;<-.=2> ,-.�/0123/45676 ?2@&21�A=8B 8)(9:3/45676 ?2@&21�A=8B&C77�;/4567CA9D75(DED9�@)F7 -66C7GG ,D(H I�,''C6D5)(7J�,''C6D5)(7,75G4G�&C)9(K-,�A()(4GK)(7�L*)5(76A('9M�ADN7OC'P�AQ)97L*)5(76�&C77G�E'C�(:DG�17Q'C(D5R�L7CD'6 L*)5(76�&C77G�J7)C�&'�K)(7,-.�/012�OO1/�OC)5(�3�8D5DF4F�K)()�,'**79(D'5�-((CDS4(7G�E'C�L*)5(76�&C77G��OC)5(�@4FS7CT�UUUUUUUUUUUUUUUU�����OC)5(77�@)F7T�UUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUU���17Q'C(�K)(7T�UUUUUUUUUUUUUUUU I 

~ 
~.,. G-.,. 

0~ -,, .. ~ 

c~ $'~ 
~~ 

~~ 
,?~ 



�

����������	
��
��������
������
���
��������������

������������
������
���
�
���������
��� �!����"#����$%��

��&''()*+,�-��./01203�+1456728/51���������
�����!
�!������!
����������99
������
���:�������:���������������������������;��<=��:�
��
������
��
���������>�����=����
������
��
�����
�
�?��
��;����
�������!���
�����!��!������
��@�9�����������A��� �B88CDEEFFFGH2HI/7283/1J3K87318KGH2G05JEI505L062CB/HKL63MN3K8E��������������



�����������	
��
��������
������
���
��������������

������������
������
���
�
���������
��� �!����""����#$�
�

� Funding for this California Climate Investments 
Grant Project has been provided by the 
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund through the 
California Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection (CAL FIRE) Urban and Community ,$-

04 ~~ 
~~, Forestry Program. 

P.l!lll!lijl!l!njlJI. ~~v 
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Regional Urban Foresters 

Greg Dion - Central Valley / Central Coast 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
1234 E. Shaw Avenue 
Fresno, CA 93710-7899 
559-243-4156 
(559) 753-3661 cell 
(559) 222-2129 - fax 
Greg.Dion@fire.ca .gov 

Julia Bartens- Sacramento Valley / N. California 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
P.O. Box 944246 
Sacramento, CA 94244-2460 
(916) 201-8942 
(916) 653-8957 fax 
Jul ia.Bartens@fire.ca.gov 

Lynnette Short- San Diego, Orange, Imperial 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
2249 Jamacha Road 
El Cajon, CA 92019 
(619) 937-1410 
(619) 590-3127 fax 
Lynnette.Short@fire.ca.gov 

Abigail Srader- Inland Empire 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
2524 Mulberry Street 
Riverside, CA 92501 
(909) 553-8057 
(951 ) 782-4248 fax 
Abigail.Srader@fire.ca.gov 

David Haas- Los Angeles, Ventura 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
2524 Mulberry Street 
Riverside, CA 92501 
(213) 200-7115 
(951 ) 782-4248 fax 
David.Haas@fire.ca.gov 

James Scheid- Bay Area I North Coast 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
2840 Mt. Danaher Road 
Camino, CA 95709 
(415) 265-9059 
(707) 576-2574 fax 
James.Scheid@fire.ca.gov 

Sacramento Headquarters Staff 

Robert Little, State Urban Forester 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
P.O. Box 944246 
Sacramento, CA 94244-2460 
(916) 657-2289 
(916) 214-5420 cell 
(916) 653-8957 fax 
Robert.Little@fire.ca.gov 

Deborah Wong, Urban Forestry Analyst 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
P.O. Box 944246 
Sacramento, CA 94244-2460 
(916) 651-6423 
(916) 653-8957 fax 
Deborah.Wong@fire.ca.gov 

Darla M ills, Urban Forestry Analyst 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
P.O. Box 944246 
Sacramento, CA 94244-2460 
(916) 263-3372 
(916) 653-8957 fax 
Darla.Mills@fire.ca.gov 

For more information visit: 
http://www.fire.ca.gov/ resource_mgt/resource_ 
mgt_urbanforestry.php 
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Siskiyou 

2 

3 
Region Urban Forester 

Julia Bartens 
2 James Scheid 
3 Greg Dion 
4 Abigail Srader 
5 David Haas 

6 Lynnette Short 

Modoc 

CAL FIRE 
Regional Urban Foresters 

Lassen 

1 

5 

4 

San Bernardino 

Rwerside 

6 

Imperial 

www.fire.ca .gov 
September 2017 
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Guideline Specifications for Selecting, 
Planting, and Early Care of Young Trees 
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This document is a compilation of the Guideline Specification for Nursery Tree Quality: Strategies 
for Growing a High-Quality Root System, Trunk, and Crown in a Container Nursery, and the Tree 
Care Cue Cards. It has been prepared to help green industry professionals in the efforts to select, 
plant, and care for young trees. 

Illustrations by Edward F. Gilman, Professor, Environmental Horticulture Department, !FAS, University of 
Florida; adapt ions from Arboricu!ture Integrated Management of Landscape Trees, Shrubs and Vines, 4th 
ed., by R. W. Harris,). R. Clark, and N. P. Matheny (Prent ice Ha ll, 20 03). 

Urban Tree 
F o u n d a ti on 

( ALlf l> tlNI .\ 

Copyright© 2011 Brian Kempf and Ed Gilman 

INTERNATIONAL SOCJETY 
OF ARRORI CUlfURE 
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Nursery Tree Quality 

I. GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 

Proper Identification: All trees shall be true to name as ordered or shown on planting plans and 
shall be labeled individually or in groups by species and cultivar (as appropriate). 

Compliance: All trees shall comply with federal and state laws and regulations requiring 
inspection for plant disease, pests, and weeds. Inspection certificates required by law shall 
accompany each shipment of plants. Clearance from the local county agricultural commissioner, if 
required, shall be obtained before planting trees miginating outside the county in which they are to 
be planted. Even though trees may conform to county, state, and federal laws, the buyer may 
impose additional requirements. 

Inspection: The buyer reserves the tight to reject trees that do not meet specifications as set forth 
in these guidelines or as adopted by the buyer. If a particular defect or substandard element can be 
corTected easily, appropriate remedies shall be applied. If destructive inspection of a root ball is to 
be done, the buyer and seller shall have a prior agreement as to the time and place of inspection, 
number of trees to be inspected, and financial responsibility for the inspected trees. 

Delivery: The buyer shall stipulate how many days prior to delive1y that delive1y notification is 
needed. Buyer shall stipulate any special considerations to the nursery prior to shipment. 

II. HEAL TH AND STRUCTURE SPECIFICATIONS 

These specifications apply to deciduous, broadleaf evergreen, and coniferous species. They do not 
apply to palms. Note that leaf characteristics will not be evident on deciduous trees during the 
dormant season. 

Crown: The form and density of the crown shall be typical for a young specimen of the species or 
cul ti var. The leader shall be intact to the very top of the tree. 

Leaves: The size, color, and appearance ofleaves shall be typical for the time of year and stage of 
growth of the species or cultivar. Trees shall not show signs of moisture stress as indicated by 
wilted, shriveled, or dead leaves. 

Branches: Shoot growth (length and diameter) throughout the crown shall be appropriate for the 
age and size of the species or cultivar. Trees shall not have dead, diseased, broken, distorted, or 
othe1w ise injured branches. 

Trunk: The tree trunk shall be relatively straight, vertical, and free of wounds ( except properly 
made pruning cuts), sunburned areas, conks (fungal fruiting bodies), wood cracks, bleeding areas, 
signs of boring insects, cankers, girdling ties, or lesions (mechanical injury). The tenninal bud on 
the leader shall be intact to the ve1y top of the tree, and it shall be the highest point on the tree. 

Roots: The root system shall he substantially free of injury from biotic ( e.g., insects and pathogens) 
and abiotic ( e.g., herbicide toxicity and salt injwyJ agents. Root distribution shall be uniform 
throughout the container substrate, and shall be appropriate for the species or cultivar. At time of 
inspection and delivery, the root ball shall be moist throughout. Roots shall not show signs of excess 
soil moisture conditions as indicated by stunted, discolored, distorted, or dead roots. 
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Shade trees that grow to be large shall have 
one relatively straight central leader (Figure 
1 ). Heading the tree is acceptable provided the 
central leader is reestablished in the nursery. Figure 1· 

Main branches (Figure 2) shall be well distributed 
along the central leader, not clustered together. 

Desirable 

They shall form a balanced crown appropriate for 
the cultivar or snecies. 

The diameter of branches (Figure 3) that grow from the 
central leader, or trunk, shall be no larger than two-thirds 
( one-half is preferred) the diameter of the trunk measured 
just above the branch. 

Figure 2. 

The largest branches shall be free of bark inclusions that 
extend into the branch union (Figure 4 A and B). 

Small-diameter branches (Figure S, left), particularly on trees 
less than 1 inch caliper, should be present along the lower 
trunk below the lowest main branch. These branches shall be 
no larger than 3/8 inch in diameter. 

The trunk shall be free of wounds, sunburned areas, conks 
(fungal fruiting bodies), wood cracks, bleeding areas, signs 
of boring insects, cankers, or lesions. Properly made recent 
or closed pruning cuts are acceptable. 

The trunk caliper ( diameter) and taper (Figure 6) shall be 
sufficient so that the tree remains vertical without a stake. 

The root collar (the uppermost roots) (Figure 7) shall be 
within the upper 2 inches of the soil media (substrate). The 
root collar and the inside portion of the root ball shall be free 
of defects, including circling, kinked, and stem-girdling roots. 
Roots at the surface should grow mostly straight to the side of 
the container. You may need to remove soil near the root 
collar to inspect for root defects. 

The tree shall be well rooted in the soil media. Roots shall be 
uniformly distributed throughout the container, meaning that 
roots should not be concentrated at the bottom of the root ball. 
Some roots should contact the container wall in the top half of 
the root ball (Figure 7, left). When the container is removed, the 
root ball shall remain intact. When the trunk is lifted, both the 
trunk and root system shall move as one. The imprint of the liner 
or smaller container shall not be visible [Figure 7, left). 

The root ball shall be moist throughout at the time of 
inspection and delivery. The roots shall show no signs of 
excess soil moisture as indicated by poor root growth, root 
discoloration, distortion, death, or foul odor. The crown shall 
show no signs of moisture stress as indicated by wilted, 
shriveled, or dead leaves or branch dieback. 

Figure 3. 

Figure 4. 

Figure 5. 

Figure 6. 

Desirable Nat desirable 

Desirable Not desirable 

ir w ., 
~i 

Desirable Nat desirable 

~ t \:7 A '-· l 

iJ B .:.1 
Desirable Not desirable 

' 

Desirable Not des 1rab le 

Desirable Not desirable 
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Tree Planting 

Selecting quality trees: Planting quality trees begins by selecting the light tree for the light 
location and choosing vigorous, stiucturally sound ti·ees from the nurse1y. 

;A/ 
Digging the hole: A firm, flat-bottomed hole will prevent 
trees from sinking. Dig the hole only deep enough to position 
the root collar even with the landscape soil surface (Figure 8). 
Use a rototiller or shovel to loosen soil in an area three times 
the size of the root ball. This loose soil promotes rapid root 
growth and quick establishment. 

Figure 8. Loosening soil in a large area around 
the root ball allows for rapid root growth and 
quick establishment. 

Installing the tree: Remove soil and roots from the top of the root ball to expose the root collar; 
cut away any roots that grow over the collar (Figure 9). Also cut any roots that circle or mat along 
the sides and bottom of the root ball (Figure 10). The root collar shall be even with the landscape 
soil after planting (see Figure 9). Backfill with soil removed from the hole. Minimize air pockets by 
packing gently and applying water. Build a berm 4 inches tall around the rootball to help force 
water through the root ball. Enlarge the benn as the tree establishes. 

Figure 9. Remove soil and roots growing 
over the root collar (A) and place collar 
level wil.h soil surface [BJ. 

Figure 10, Cut roots at (A) to form new 
roots that grow away from the tnmk. Do 
nol. c11I. r( >OI . .S a l. ( BJ, :;:i nee the ro c·,t clefects 
will regrow. 

Figure 11. Mulch shall taper to a slightly 
thinner layer on top of the rootball. 

Mulching: A layer of organic mulch, such as leaflitter, shredded bark, or wood chips, helps protect 
tree roots from temperature extremes and conserves soil moisture. Mulch also helps prevent grass 
from competing with the tree for water and nutrients. The mulched area makes it easier to operate 
mowers and weed eaters without hitting the trunk and compacting soil. Apply mulch to a depth of 
3 to 4 inches (slightly thinner on top of the root ball) (Figure 11). 

Staking: The method of staking is dependent on a tree's ability to stand on its own and the 
location of the planting site. Staking is used to hold trees erect, allow the root ball to anchor, and 
protect the tI·tmk from damage by equipment. Stakes should be removed when the tree can stand 
on its own and the root ball is anchored. Stakes should be positioned away from the tree and 
secured to the trunk at the point where the tree stands straight. Do not use wire or any strap that 
will girdle the tree or damage the bark. If a tree cannot stand strnight on its own after staking, a 
splint stake tied directly to the trunk made of hamboo, spling s teel, or a fiberglass rod may be 
used to straighten the upper trunk and/or leader. Avoid using square wood secondary stakes. 

Figure 12. Double staked 
Figure 13. Double staked 
with splint stake. 

splint stake 

-" <t.l­
Figure 14. Single staked 
with splint stake. 
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Tree Training at Planting and in the Early Years 

Trees that grow to be large are more structurally sound and 
cost-effective to maintain when trained with a central 
dominant leader that extends 30 feet or more into the crown 
(Figure 15, left). Vigorous, upright branches and stems that 
compete with the central leader can become weakly 
attached (Figure 15, right). 

Trees with branches spaced along the central leader, 
or trunk (Figure 15, left) are stronger than trees 
with branches clustered together (Figure 15, right). 
Prune trees at planting to one central leader by 
removing or shortening (shown) competing stems 
(Figure 16). All branches and stems shall be 
considerably shorter than the central leader after 
pruning is completed (Figure 16, right). 

Figure 15. Good tree s tructu re (left); poor structure (right). 

Remove or shorten branches that are larger than half 
the trunk diameter at planting and every few years 
thereafter. Shorten them by cutting back to a live 
lateral branch (Figure 17, right). This lateral branch 
shall be pointed away from the trunk and it should not 
be growing upright The central leader shall be more 
visible in the crown center after pruning. Only large­
diameter branches need to be pruned because they 
compete Vvith the leader and could be weakly attached 
(Figure 17, L). Small branches (Figure 1 7, S) do not 
need pruning because they will not compete with the 
leader. 

Figure 16. Shorten competing stems to improve s tructu re. 

s 

Shorten or remove the largest low branches when the tree is 
young to keep them small (Figure 18). This ensures that only a 
small wound is created when they are eventually removed 
from the trunk 

retain this 
latera l branch 

Figure 17. Only la rge branches need pruning 
(L). Small branches (SJ do not need to be 
pruned. 

The best way to shorten large or long stems and 
branches is to cut them back to a live lateral branch 
(Figure 19). This slows grml\Tth on the pruned parts 
and encourages growth in the dominant leader 
creating sound structure. 

Remove larger branches by making three cuts. This 
preve nts the bark from peeling or splitting off the 
trunk below the cut Make the final cut back to the 
branch collar ( enlarged area around union of branch 
where it joins the trunk). 

Structural Pruning Checklist 
1. Develop and maintain a central leader. 
2. Identify the lowest b ranch in what Vvill become the 

permanent crown. 
3. Prevent branches below the permanent crown from 

growing larger than half the trunk diameter. 
4. Space main branches along the central leader. 
5. Reduce vigorous upright stems back to lateral 

branches or remove entirely (Figure 20). 

Figure 18. Shortening larger low branches concentrates 
growth in the leader and improves tree s tructu re. 

live latera l 
branch 

-~ 
Figure 19. Reduce a s tem b ack to a live lateral b ranch 
to slow its growth. 
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Reduction cuts can be used on trees at planting to subordinate branches that are codominant (Figure 20). 
Some u pright stems and branches can be removed entirely back to the trunk. Heading cuts may h ave to be 
used occasionally. 

----+ 

Figure 20. Before and after pruning at p lanting for structure 

Copyright© 2011 Brian Kempf and Ed Gilman 



�

����������	
��
��������
������
���
��������������

������������
������
���
�
���������
��� �!����"#����$%�� �

C 
1111111 c­
DJ 
::::, 
-n 
0 
1111111 
(I) 

"' • I 
1111111 

'< 
Sa,·~ Our \\ater 
.md Our Trees! 
unourw.ter can'lreea 

Water-Wise Young Landscape Tree Care 
Help your trees live through the drought. 

Benefits of Trees 

• Trees provide many benefits and cannot be easily replaced. 
• Trees provide tremendous benefits in terms of better air quality, reduced storm water 

runoff, energy savings, and better quality of life. 

Trees and Drought 
• If planting trees during a drought, only do so during the cooler months, not during 

summer months. 
• Do not over-prune trees during drought. Doing so can create additional stress on the 

trees. 
• Water trees with greywater if possible. Make certain the water is free of non­

biodegradable detergents and other harmful chemicals. 

Guidelines for Irrigating Young Trees During a Drought 

Only water o n days permitted by your local water agency, and then o nly in the 

early morning or late evening. 
Young trees (from planting until 3 years o ld) require more frequent watering 

than established trees. 
Provide a watering basin roughly 4 to 

5 feet in diameter by creating a berm 

of soil around the planting hole. 
Place a layer of mulch 4 to 6 inches 

deep extending to the drip line of the 
tree to help retain soil moisture and 

conserve water. 

Keep mulch at least 2 to 3 inches 

away from the tree trunk. The mulch 

ring should appear donut-shaped. 

Rocks, g ravel and rubber mulch are 

discouraged around trees. 

The amount and frequency of watering 
will vary by tree species and weather. 
When watering trees use 5 gallons 

of water 2 to 4 times per week, 
depending on the soil (sandy soil needs ' 

more frequent watering, clay soil less 

frequent). 

www.fire.ca.gov 
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Guidelines continued ... 

• If you have an automatic irrigation system, remember to check for leaks and/or breaks 

at least once a week. If possible, use separate irrigation zones/valves for trees than zones/ 

valves for lawns and shrubs. 

Hand-Watering Options 

• Fill a bucket with water and apply 
slowly. 

• Place a soaker hose in a spiral 

pattern outward from around 

the base of the tree. Do not fill 

your tree basin to the point of 

overflowing. 
• Use a slow stream of water from 

a regular hose for an extended 

period. Do not fill your tree basin 

to the point of overflowing. Use a 

wind-up faucet timer to control the run time. 
• Check the soil by plunging a long screwdriver or similar tool into the soil. The soil 

should be moist to at least 18 inches deep, but not soggy. The majority of absorbing 

roots are within the first 3 feet of soil. 

I 

Sa,·c Our Water 
and Our Trees! 
AVI~ CQI"\ tree:. 

C 
IIIIIIIC 

c­
o, 
::J 
., 
0 
IIIIIIIC 
tD 
VI Drip line , -.._... 

+-Roots extend : 
2-3x canopy 1 

Roots extend_,,__ • I 
2-3x canopy ----,,,- -

l~1~~ii.tt1Mll~lM~llll»lla IJltil'li~AM~'!t/.iJLf,l.fl ' 

J '< 
For more information, please visit www.SaveOurWater.com/trees 

www.fire.ca.gov 
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CAL FIRE Urban & Community Forestry Program Grant Process Flow Chart 

The Concept Proposal is 
unsuccessful. A denial 
letter is generated by 
CAL FIRE. 

T START Concept Proposal Concept Proposal is 
Project Application sorted and successful. Letter is 

Grants are Concept Proposal organized. List of Concept sent by CAL FIRE. received by CAL FIRE 
advertised filled out and sent Proposa Is are ---+ by due date. CAL f---+ f--+ applications i------- _____. 

Letter includes 
on-line. electronically. 

posted to web rated by requirements and a F IRE posts list of 

page reviewers. due date. received Project 
Applications to web 

. page . .r 
CAL FIRE checks the CAL FIRE finds that the CAL FIRE prioritizes (ranks) CAL FIRE creates a grant 
Project Application for Project Application is i------- Project Applicat ions and f----+ agreement when funds are 
completeness. --+ complete and accepts it. generates officia l letters to all confirmed as available and 

applicants informing them of all documents are received. 

+ i whether awarded funds or not. 

CAL FIRE rejects the Additional / Project Application as information is 
incomplete or may request ____. provided to CAL 
additional information if the FIRE prior to due The grant agreement is 
Project Application is date. sent to the grantee for 
received prior to due date. signature. 

END 

The grantee signs and The grant agreement is CAL FIRE signs the Work on the grant A list of grant 
returns the grant ---. routed to CAL FIRE grant agreement and project may now begin. i------- awards is 
agreement ASAP (within Accounting Section for 1-------+ sends the executed copy i------- Do not begin work prior posted on the 
10 days). encumbrance. to the grantee. to receiving the fully CAL FIRE 

executed grant website. 
agreement. 
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Evaluation Criteria for Providing Benefits To Priority Populations 
UF URBAN FORESTRY AND URBAN GREENING 

California Climate Investments 
2018 Funding Guidelines 
Benefit Criteria Table 

Project Type: 
URBAN FORESTRY AND URBAN GREENING 

_ .......... ~., 
..,~ 

~~ 
,:,,_'{; 

~ 
California Climate Investments are required to meet minimum levels of investments to 
projects that benefit residents of disadvantaged communities, low-income communities, 
and low-income households, collectively referred to as "priority populations." 

All projects counting toward the statutory investment minimums must be located within 
an identified community and benefit individuals living within that community, or directly 
benefit residents of low-income households anywhere in the State. Administering 
agencies must determine if a project meets the criteria for providing direct, meaningful , 
and assured benefits to priority populations using the following evaluation approach: 

Step 1: Identify the Priority Population(s). Be located within a census tract identified 
as a disadvantaged community or low-income community, or directly benefit residents 
of a low-income household ; 
Step 2: Address a Need. Meaningfully address an important community or household 
need for the disadvantaged community, low-income community, or low-income 
household; and 
Step 3: Provide a Benefit. Using the evaluation criteria , identify at least one direct, 
meaningful, and assured benefit that the project provides to priority populations. The 
benefit provided must directly address the identified need . 

Only investments that meet these criteria will be counted toward achieving the statutory 
investment minimums identified for priority populations. Administering agencies can 
fund projects that otherwise provide meaningful benefits, but do not meet these criteria; 
however, those projects will not be counted toward investment minimums. 

The following table includes criteria for administering agencies to use to determine 
whether projects satisfy each of the three steps. The criteria are designed to enable 
administering agencies to readily make an objective "yes" or "no" decision about 
whether a particular project provides a benefit to a priority population. 

Administering agencies must use the criteria table that is applicable to the specific 
project type(s) funded. For complex projects, there may be more than one applicable 
criteria table. A complete list of available criteria tables is available at: 
www.arb.ca .gov/cci -fundinqguidelines. 

Administering agencies must refer to CARB's Funding Guidelines for direction on how 
to use the criteria table in program design and implementation, project evaluation, 
project selection, and reporting (www.arb.ca .gov/cci-fundingquidel ines). 
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Evaluation Criteria for Providing Benefits To Priority Populations 
URBAN FORESTRY AND URBAN GREENING 

Project Type: Projects will plant, cultivate, and maintain trees and related vegetation 
in urban areas. Urban greening projects also provide new or expanded active 
transportation routes. 

Projects must satisfy the applicable criteria through Step 3 to be considered to provide 
direct, meaningful, and assured benefits to priority populations and count toward 
statutory investment minimums. 

Step 1 - Identify the Priority Population(s). 1 Evaluate the project against each of 
the following criteria. Check all boxes that apply. 

Note: For this project type, the majority of the project must be located within a 
disadvantaged or low-income community census tract. 

D A. Is the project located within the boundaries of a disadvantaged community 
census tract? 

□ B. Is the project located within the boundaries of a low-income community 
census tract? 

□ C. Is the project located outside of a disadvantaged community, but within 
½-mile of a disadvantaged community and within a low-income 
community census tract? n D. Is the project located within the boundaries of a low-income household? 

ff a project does not meet at feast one of the qualifying criteria in Step 1, the project 
does not count toward statutory investment minimums and no further evaluation is 
needed. ff the project meets at feast one Step 1 criterion, continue the evaluation in 
Step 2. 

Step 2 - Address a Need. Identify an important community or household need and 
evaluate whether the project provides a benefit that meaningfully addresses that 
need. 

To identify a need that the project will address, agencies and/or applicants can use a 
variety of approaches: 

□ A. Recommended Approach: Host community meetings, workshops, outreach 
efforts, or public meetings as part of the planning process to engage local 
residents and community groups for input on community or household needs, 
and document how the received input was considered in the design and/or 
selection of projects to address those needs; 

□ B. Recommended Approach: Receive documentation of support from local 
community-based organizations and/or residents (e.g., letters, emails) 
identifying a need that the project addresses and demonstrating that the 
project has broad community support; 

1 An online mapping tool of identified disadvantaged communities and low-income communities, and a 
"look-up" tool list of "low-income" thresholds by county and household size are available at: 
https://www.arb.ca.gov/cci-communityinvestments . 
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Evaluation Criteria for Providing Benefits To Priority Populations 

URBAN FORESTRY AND URBAN GREENING 

Step 2 - Address a Need (continued). Identify an important community or 
household need and evaluate whether the project provides a benefit that 
meaningfully addresses that need. 

LJ C. Alternative Approach: Where direct eng-agement is infeasible, look at the 
individual factors in CalEnviroScreen that are most impacting an identified 
disadvantaged or low-income community (i.e. , factors that score above the 
75th percentile), and confirm that the project will reduce the impacts of at least 
one of those factors; or 

□ D. Alternative Approach: Where direct engagement is infeasible, refer to the 
list of common needs for priority populations in CARB's Funding Guidelines 
Table 5 and confirm that the project addresses at least one listed need. 

Describe identified community or household need(s) : 

If the project addresses a community or household need as described in Step 2, 
proceed to Step 3. If the project does not address a community or household need, it 
will not count toward statutory investment minimums and no further evaluation is 
needed. 

Step 3 - Provide a Benefit. Evaluate the project against each of the following 
criteria to determine if it provides direct, meaningful, and assured benefits to priority 
populations. The benefit provided must directly address the identified need. 

Project must meet at least one of the following benefit criteria : 

0 A. The majority (>50 percent) of trees planted by the project are located within 
one or more disadvantaged or low-income communities, and the project 
terms provide for maintenance of the trees and related vegetation; 

□ B. Project significantly reduces flood risk to households within one or more 
disadvantaged or low-income communities; 

□ C. Project significantly reduces energy demand for households within one or 
more disadvantaged or low-income communities, or for low-income 
households; 

□ D. Project expands or improves the usability of existing active transportation 
routes (e.g., walking or bicycle paths) or creates new active transportation 
routes that are publicly accessible by walking within one or more 
disadvantaged or low-income communities, or improves open spaces, parks, 
greenbelts, and recreational areas publicly accessible by walking within one 
or more disadvantaged or low-income communities. 

If the project meets the criteria in Steps 1, 2, and 3, it will be considered as providing 
direct, meaningful, and assured benefits to priority populations and will be counted 
toward statutory investment minimums. 
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Evaluation Criteria for Providing Benefits To Priority Populations 

J0'6S JOBS TRAINING & WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 

California Climate Investments 
2018 Funding Guidelines 
Benefit Criteria Table 

Project Type: 
JOBS TRAINING & WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 

#' 
~~ 

c,"' 
,::..'<-
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California Climate Investments are required to meet minimum levels of investments to 
projects that benefit residents of disadvantaged communities, low-income communities, 
and low-income households, collectively referred to as "priority populations." 

All projects counting toward the statutory investment minimums must be located within 
an identified community and benefit individuals living within that community, or directly 
benefit residents of low-income households anywhere in the State. Administering 
agencies must determine if a project meets the criteria for providing direct, meaningful, 
and assured benefits to priority populations using the following evaluation approach: 

Step 1: Identify the Priority Population(s). Be located within a census tract identified 
as a disadvantaged community or low-income community, or directly benefit residents 
of a low-income household ; 
Step 2: Address a Need. Meaningfully address an important community or household 
need for the disadvantaged community, low-income community, or low-income 
household ; and 
Step 3: Provide a Benefit. Using the evaluation criteria , identify at least one direct, 
meaningful, and assured benefit that the project provides to priority populations. The 
benefit provided must directly address an identified need. 

Only investments that meet these criteria will be counted toward achieving the statutory 
investment minimums identified for priority populations. Administering agencies can 
fund projects that otherwise provide meaningful benefits, but do not meet these criteria ; 
however, those projects will not be counted toward investment minimums. 

The following table includes criteria for administering agencies to use to determine 
whether projects satisfy each of the three steps. The criteria are designed to enable 
administering agencies to readily make an objective "yes" or "no" decision about 
whether a particular project provides a benefit to a priority population. 

Administering agencies must use the criteria table that is applicable to the specific 
project type(s) funded . For complex projects, there may be more than one applicable 
criteria table. A complete list of available criteria tables is available at: 
www.arb.ca .gov/cci-fundinqguidelines. 

Administering agencies must refer to CARB's Funding Guidelines for direction on how 
to use the criteria table in program design and implementation , project evaluation , 
project selection , and reporting (www.arb.ca .gov/cci-fundingguidelines). 
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Evaluation Criteria for Providing Benefits To Priority Populations 
JOBS TRAINING & WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 

Project Type: Projects will directly benefit priority populations by providing jobs or 
jobs training. Projects are implemented as a standalone jobs training and workforce 
development project or as part of a larger, more comprehensive California Climate 
Investments project. Only the portion of GGRF project funds associated with labor 
and training targeted to priority populations and related project administration is 
considered to benefit priority populations. 

Projects must satisfy the applicable criteria through Step 3 to be considered to provide 
direct, meaningful, and assured benefits to priority populations and count toward 
statutory investment minimums. 

Step 1 - Identify the Priority Population(s). 1 Evaluate the project against each of 
the following criteria. Check all boxes that apply. 

□ A. Is the project located in , and does the project target2 jobs or job training to 
residents of, a disadvantaged community census tract? 

□ B. Is the project located in, and does the project target2 jobs or job training to 
residents of, a low-income community census tract? 

□ C. Is the project located in , and does the project target2 jobs or job training to 
residents of, a low-income community census tract that is outside of a 
disadvantaged community, but within ½-mile of a disadvantaged 
community? 

Do. Does the project target2 jobs or job training to residents of low-income 
households? 

Identify Targeted Hiring Strategy: 

If a project does not meet at least one of the qualifying criteria in Step 1, the project 
does not count toward statutory investment minimums and no further evaluation is 
needed. If the project meets at least one Step 1 criterion, continue the evaluation in 
Step 2. 

1 An online mapping tool of identified disadvantaged communities and low-income communities. and a 
"look-up" tool list of "low-income" thresholds by county and household size are available at: 
https://www.arb.ca .gov/cci-communityinvestments. 
2 Project must include formal targeted hiring strategies (see page 13 of the Funding Guidelines for 
examples of targeted hiring strategies such as community benefits agreements or community workforce 
provisions) to direct opportunities to priority populations. 
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Evaluation Criteria for Providing Benefits To Priority Populations 
JOBS TRAINING & WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 

Step 2 - Address a Need. Identify an important community or household need and 
evaluate whether the project provides a benefit that meaningfully addresses that 
need. 

To identify a need that the project will address, agencies and/or applicants can use a 
variety of approaches: 

D A. Recommended approach: Host community meetings, workshops, outreach 
efforts, or public meetings as part of the planning process to engage local 
residents and community groups for input on community or household needs, 
and document how the received input was considered in the design and/or 
selection of projects to address those needs; 

D B. Recommended approach: Receive documentation of support from local 
community-based organizations and/or residents (e.g., letters, emails) 
identifying a need that the project addresses and demonstrating that the 
project has broad community support; 

D C. Alternative approach: Where direct engagement is infeasible, look at the 
individual factors in the latest version of CalEnviroScreen that are most 
impacting an identified disadvantaged or low-income community (i.e. , factors 
that score above the 75th percenti le), and confirm that the project will reduce 
the impacts of at least one of those factors; or 

D D. Alternative approach: Where direct engagement is infeasible, refer to the list 
of common needs for priority populations in CARB's Funding Guidelines 
Table 5 and confirm that the project addresses at least one listed need. 

Describe identified Community or Household Need(s): 

If the project addresses a community or household need as described in Step 2, 
proceed to Step 3. If the project does not address a community or household need, it 
will not count toward statutory investment minimums and no further evaluation is 
needed. 
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Evaluation Criteria for Providing Benefits To Priority Populations 
JOBS TRAINING & WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 

Step 3 - Provide a Benefit. Evaluate the project against each of the following 
criteria to determine if it provides direct, meaningful, and assured benefits to priority 
populations. The benefit provided must directly address a community or household 
need identified in Steo 2. 

Project must meet at least one of the following benefit criteria : 

□ A. Project provides high-quality (e.g., local living wages, health insurance, paid 
leave) jobs to priority populations. 

Os. Project provides job training to priority populations that is part of a program 
with an established placement record . 

0 C. Project provides job training to priority populations that includes capacity 
building that leads to industry-recognized credentials (e.g ., certifications, 
certificates, degrees, licenses, other documentation of competency and 
qualifications). 

ff the project meets the criteria in Steps 1, 2, and 3, it will be considered as providing 
direct, meaningful, and assured benefits to priority populations and will be counted 
toward statutory investment minimums. 

August 2018 




