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Two new guidance documents have been added to the Forest Practice Webpage

1) Cumulative Impacts Assessment Guidance: Arecommended approach to
assist with the discussion of Cumulative Impacts and alternatives for Section IV
of timber harvesting plans consistent with Public Resources Code Section
4592.5. Please note this is not a required CAL FIRE form and provided as
guidance only. Available under the ‘Timber Harvesting’ folder on the Forest
Practice webpage <Link> Forest Practice | CAL FIRE

2) Harvest Document Matrix: A table outlining the permits
and notices available to submit for Timber Operations to
CAL FIRE. It highlights and defines some of more confusing
and asked about elements of these harvesting plans and
compares them together. The goal will be to provide
revisions annually as rules and regulations change or
become updated. Please note this document is difficult to
see if printed on normal sized printers. Ilts recommended to
be viewed on the screen or printed on a large sized (36”)
plotter. <Link> harvest-document-matrix-2026.pdf

New Timberland Conversion Flow charts are available to download to help understand and
guide the sometimes complicated process. This document also includes examples of typical
timberland conversions to guide timberland owners through common and some not so common
scenarios. Click here > TCP Flowcharts | CAL FIRE

Also located at the bottom of the Forest Practice page under the “Timber Harvesting” folder
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A link to a detailed list of the most recent THP form revisions are under the Forest
Practice forms page in the THP folder Click here > Timber Harvesting Forms | CAL FIRE

Select and open the Doc “All THP Plan Revisions”, it will have the date of the latest updates.
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Question/Topic: How can an exemption notice preparer or submitter consult with the Director
of the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) on an Oak Woodland
Conservation and Restoration or Forest Resilience Exemption?

Effective January 15, 2025, the Board of Forestry and Fire Protection’s revised regulations for the
existing “Oak Woodland Conservation and Restoration Exemption” [14 CCR Section 1038(e)], and
the re-envisioned “Forest Resilience Exemption,” now provide for the removal of trees greater than
30 inches Diameter at Breast Height (DBH) [14 CCR Sections 1038(e)(3)(B), 1038.3(j)(2)] under
certain conditions and requirements. Click here to access forms under the Exemptions folder.

Both of these Exemption Notice types are required to be prepared and submitted by a Registered
Professional Forester (RPF) [14 CCR Section 1038.1(c)(1), 1038.3(v)], and in order to remove trees
greater than 30 inches DBH, the RPF must also consult with the Director of CAL FIRE prior to felling
any such tree.

The consultation requirement between an RPF preparing an Exemption Notice and CAL FIRE should
be approached within the generally understood meaning of the term “consultation.” The act of
consultation is a discussion between separate parties to receive advice or gain a shared
understanding. As such, local CAL FIRE units and inspectors can be available to discuss projects
and provide advice relative to the stated objectives of the Exemption(s). Alternatively, consultation
can be requested through the Region CAL FIRE offices which will then be directed to the
appropriate CAL FIRE Unit personnel.

When preparing for consultation, the RPF may want to consider using a different color marking
paint or flagging to distinguish between trees marked for consultation and those under 30 inches
DBH. Doing so may allow for both easier review of consultation trees as well as easier revisions, if
any are necessary following conclusion of the consultation.

Consultation will have occurred when the RPF and CAL FIRE have met and reviewed the trees in
question. Following the consultation, it is suggested the RPF document a summary of the
consultation process, including any recommendations provided by CAL FIRE, and submit this
summary with the Notice of Exemption.

Itis important to understand that CAL FIRE is not in a position to accept either of the two Notice of
Exemption types in the event consultation is required, but does not occur. Submission of an
Exemption Notice with a written description of the trees over 30 inches DBH to be removed without
accompanying documentation of consultation does not appear to satisfy the Forest Practice Rule
requirements. In such a circumstance, CAL FIRE would be left without the information necessary to
determine if the Exemption Notice was in conformance with the consultation requirement.
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