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This attachment gives an overview of how to use the AON, how to determine exceptions, and how to 
use the Excel version instead of the online viewer. 

2026 Assessment of Need:

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/e338af3ee1584
5f5b6cc5a8e949fb390/page/Page/?org=CALFIRE-Forestry 

The AON is a public-facing tool available on the Reforestation Services Program | CAL FIRE website 
that is updated yearly.  

1. To use the online viewer version, enter your location or address:

2. The viewer will populate at the approximate location, indicated by a red flag, and parcel
numbers. As indicated in the “About” window, the map will be color coded by need

3. Clicking the viewer will open a gray pop-up window (see sample screenshot at the top of the
next page) with species statistics (the projected bushel need based on current seed inventory),
for the selected Seed Zone and Elevation band (SZ.E), and display a smooth aqua-color contour
line indicating the upper or lower boundary of the selected elevation band (at 500-ft intervals):

LaTour Boggs 
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Video explanation of viewer: CAL FIRE Assessment of Needs (AON) 

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/e338af3ee15845f5b6cc5a8e949fb390/page/Page/?org=CALFIRE-Forestry
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/e338af3ee15845f5b6cc5a8e949fb390/page/Page/?org=CALFIRE-Forestry
https://www.fire.ca.gov/what-we-do/natural-resource-management/wildfire-resilience/reforestation-services-program
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Sqj9wyLTamwxEtmPItYmBDGLMKbSumO1/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Sqj9wyLTamwxEtmPItYmBDGLMKbSumO1/view
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The species that display were generated by vegetation data. The AON does NOT reflect what is 
present at a location, only what the Seed Bank might be interested in if the species is present. 

  
• The values shown correspond to the bushels needed for the entirety of the selected Seed 

Zone and Elevation (SZ.E) band. Negative values indicate that the species is already 
represented in the Seed Bank inventory (for which we are not pursuing collections). 
Positive values indicate a need in the Seed Bank. 

• The AON methodology is based on the forest acreage footprint and current density of any 
given species in any selected elevation band. While collections prioritize species with 
greater bushel need, “lower-need” species will still be considered for collection depending 
on survey data, resources available, and cone cut test results.    

4. EXCEPTIONS – Many species with “low need” per the AON, are located in lower elevation 
bands that are climate-adapted to hotter climates.  

a. Currently, landowners reforesting after fire often find that there is no seed in the Seed Bank 
for their respective SZ.E. As such, we use the Climate-Adapted Seed Tool | Reforestation 
Tool (CAST) to identify seed that is climatically suitable.  

b. Nurseries may use the  button 
c. Foresters surveying in the field may find where that seed might be planted with 

and entering a coordinate or SZ.E OR    
d. In the example of Boggs Demonstration 

State Forest, which showed “low” bushel 
need in the AON, the CAST tool reveals 
that the seeds sourced from that location 
are climatically-similar to an extensive 
area of the Coast Ranges (the orange and 
green areas have the lowest projected 
decline in productivity or “DP”.) 

e. If crops are identified in these “low” but 
positive need areas, standard tree 
selection and cone collection standards 
apply. 
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https://reforestationtools.org/climate-adapted-seed-tool/
https://reforestationtools.org/climate-adapted-seed-tool/
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Additionally, the Excel version of the AON can be used. 


