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The department shall annually review the effects of recent fires…to 
identify priorities for prescribed fire
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https://www.nps.gov/articles/wildland-fire-in-ponderosa-pine.htm

Fire Severity = a measure of fire’s 
effects on vegetation



Unknown Accuracy in 
Shrublands and Grasslands

Don Hankins

Richard Halsey
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Phase 1: Make severity maps publicly 
available

Phase 2: Assess accuracy and 
improve the product to best 
meet user needs

Phase 3: Evaluate wildfire effects for 
informing Rx fire priorities



• Prescribed fire planning
• Post-fire restoration and reforestation needs
• Fire suppression planning
• Prediction of post-fire fuel changes over time
• Informing habitat management

2021 Caldor Fire Composite Burn Index

Potential Uses



Viewer

• Fires > 1000 acres
• 2015-2023
• 1-year post-fire assessment of 

severity
• Composite Burn Index – 

forested areas
• RdNBR – all vegetation types

fire.ca.gov/what-we-do/fire-resource-assessment-program

























































• Non-federal land ownership
• Non-forested vegetation types

2020 SCU Composite Burn Index 2020 SCU RdNBR

Data Gaps



Contributors

Technical Advisory Committee
• Brad Quayle and Craig Baker (USFS/GTAC)
• Taejin Park (NASA)
• Sean Parks (USFS)
• Kristen Shive (UC Berkeley, WFR Task Force)
• Joshua Picotte (USGS/MTBS)
• Eric Rowell and Lee Tarnay (CARB)
• Charlie Schrader (contractor to USFS)

Stakeholders (TBD)
• Cal Fire Intel
• Cal Fire Watershed Program
• CA Air Resources Board
• Academic scientists
• Resource managers
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