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Inspiring and 
empowering

• Education & outreach
• Training & capacity building
• Research
• Policy
• Media and storytelling



Our Core Programmatic 
Areas

• Empowering science-informed land 
stewardship

• Community resilience

• Post-fire recovery and restoration

• Workforce development
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Empowering 
science-based 
land stewardship
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Areas of focus
• Beneficial fire
• Fuels treatment effectiveness
• Targeted grazing
• Restoration of fire-adapted ecosystems
• Fire science communication
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Beneficial Fire
Nor Cal Rx 

Fire Council 
(2009) 

Bringing 
TREX to CA 

(2013)

Bringing 
PBAs to CA 

(2017)

CARX (2021)

Liability and 
Claims Fund 

(2021/22)

Private 
insurance 
options 
(2024)
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Prescribed Burn Associations (PBAs) in CA

• UC ANR formed CA’s first PBA in Humboldt County 
in 2017

• Currently there are 30+ across CA
• UC ANR provides statewide networking and 

mentoring, annual retreats, grant writing, 
www.calpba.org  

• In 2024, UC ANR:
• Provided primary leadership for 7 PBAs
• Hosted 31 workshops and trainings for PBAs
• Conducted 121 landowner site visits
• Implemented 21 burns totaling 552 acres
• Authored/reviewed 27 burn plans and 30 

smoke management plans

http://www.calpba.org/
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Research highlights

• Various research projects comparing grazing, prescribed 
fire, and thinning in different parts of CA (Deak, Bentarou, 
Macon, Kocher, et al.)

• Research and policy work around conifer encroachment in 
oak woodlands and restoration maintenance with 
prescribed fire (Quinn-Davidson, Valachovic, Stackhouse, Kelly, 
Lewis, et al.)

• Replicating Fire and Fire Surrogate study and testing 
pyrosilvicultural treatments in coast redwood/Doug-fir 
forests (York, Jones, Norville, et al.)

• Research on effectiveness and commercial viability of 
targeted grazing in woody fuels, including post-fire areas 
(Macon, Low, Schohr, Satomi, et al.)
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Other highlights

• Statewide leadership on the California Fire Science 
Consortium (Quinn-Davidson, Stephens)

• Prescribed Fire Guidebook for California (our full 
team, organized by Bentarou)

• California’s first-ever Good Fire Fair in Oct. 2024 
(Wolfson, Bentarou)

• Annual Fish & Fire Workshops for the Salmonid 
Restoration Federation conference 
(Quinn-Davidson)

• TREX for Foresters in June 2024 (Wolfson et al.)
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Community resilience
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Preparing communities and homes for 
wildfire

• Workshops, webinars, trainings, and fact sheets on 
home hardening and defensible space

• Research on plant flammability (Moritz, Carmignani)

• Leveraging ANR’s 9000+ Master Gardener volunteers 
to help teach fire concepts (Valachovic, Quinn-Davidson, Low, 
Gable, et al.)
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Planning and preparing for wildfire

• Zone 0 educational campaign (Valachovic)

• Contributing to the public wildfire 
catastrophe model strategy group 
(Valachovic)

• Regional Wildfire Mitigation Program 
(Moritz)

• Statewide engagement: WMAC, Wildfire 
and Forest Resilience Task Force WGs, 
Science Advisory Panel, etc.

• Local service: FSCs, Firewise, local NGOs 
and community groups
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Helping farms and ranches prepare 
for wildfire

• Ranchers’ Fire Academy (Macon, Low, and local 
partners)

• ANR-led Ag/Livestock Pass Programs 
served ~375 ag. producers in 2024 (Macon, 
Schohr, Stackhouse, Holbrook, Valachovic, 
Woodmansee, et al.)

• Ranch/farm hardening webinars, 
workshops, and fact sheets

“I strongly recommend that ranchers take the time to get their 
Livestock Pass. As a ranch, I can’t think of a worse agony than 
being denied access to your livestock during a fire. The Livestock 
Pass is a simple way to help ensure this nightmare doesn’t 
happen.” – Tim Nielsen, Siskiyou Pass Holder 
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Post-fire 
recovery and 
restoration
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• Forest Stewardship 
Workshops—549 
participants, 106 site visits

• Post-Fire Forest Resilience 
Workshops—234 
participants since 2022

• Tree School events—2 last 
year, more planned for 2025

Forest Stewardship 
and Post-Fire 
Forest Resilience 
(Kocher and team)

Photos by Susie Kocher



• Emergency Forest 
Restoration Teams (EFRT) 
(Kocher, Wade, et al.)

• Cone Survey Tool—citizen 
science for seed collection 
(Satomi and partners)

Post-Fire Reforestation
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• Mechanisms of survival 
following high-severity fire 
(York, Shive)

• Effectiveness of point 
protection in tree survival (York)

• Post-fire regeneration in areas 
burned at high severity (York, 
Shive)

Research 
highlights: 
giant sequoia
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Post-fire resources for LA and beyond



Workforce 
development
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California State-
Certified Burn Boss 
(CARX)

• Mandated by legislation in 2018, rolled out in 
2021

• ~55 burn bosses now certified, 100+ others in 
process

• UC ANR hosted first 3 CARX classes and every 
refresher



Forestry and Natural 
Resources Career 
Mentorship Program 
(Low, Satomi)

• Emphasis on early-career 
professionals, including under-
represented groups

• Provides workshops and training 
focused on professional 
development skills, career path 
exploration, and professional 
networking
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WTREX
• Started in California in 2016
• Focused on training, mentorship, 

support networks, diversifying fire 
workforce and leadership

• Grew internationally in 2023
• 12 events in 5 US states and 4 other 

countries
• ~600 participants from 35+ US 

states, 30+ countries, and 
6 continents 
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Upcoming WTREX events

• Australia, May 2025
• Colombia, September 2025
• US (location TBD), spring 2026
• Germany, spring 2026 
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• Pile Burning 101, Mariposa, 
March 22

• National Cooperative Extension Fire 
Workshop, Yosemite, 
April 15-17

• Statewide ranch/farm hardening 
webinar for Farm Bureau employees, 
April 18

• Fish & Fire Workshop at Salmonid 
Restoration Federation annual 
conference, Santa Cruz, April 30

• Legislative Town Hall events, southern 
CA, May 16 and June 20

• CARX refresher, Sept. 16
• Good Fire Fair #2, Henry Cowell State 

Park, Oct. 11
• TREX for Foresters, Blodgett Forest, 

October (dates TBD)
• Association for Fire Ecology 

International Fire Congress, 
New Orleans, December 1-5

Other upcoming 
events
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Thank you!

Lenya Quinn-Davidson
UC ANR Fire Network Director

Email: lquinndavidson@ucanr.edu

Social media: @lenyaqd
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