
CAL FIRE
Office of the State Fire Marshal
Wildfire Mitigation Advisory Committee Meeting

June 21, 2022



Welcome!

Call to Order

If you have technical difficulties during this meeting, please contact 
Kara Garrett at (916) 201-5539 or Kara.Garrett@fire.ca.gov

mailto:Kara.Garrett@fire.ca.gov


– The State Fire Marshal, or their designee

• Daniel Berlant

– The Director of the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, or their 
designee

• Curtis Brown

– The Director of the Department of Conservation, or their designee

• Kealiʻi Bright

– The Director of the Office of Energy Infrastructure Safety, or their designee

• Caroline Thomas Jacobs or Sandy Cooney

– The chair of the State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection, or their designee

• J. Lopez

– The Director of Emergency Services, or their designee

• Ryan Buras or Robert Troy

– The Insurance Commissioner, or their designee

• Deborah Halberstadt or Mike Peterson

– The Director of State Planning and Research, or their designee

• Clay Kerchof

– A representative from the California Fire Safe Council

• Jessica Martinez

(Continued on Next Slide)

Roll Call / Quorum Established



– A representative from the insurance industry or an insurance research organization
• Roy Wright

– A local fire service representative
• Ray Gayk

– A representative from the building industry
• Christopher E. Ochoa or Nick Cammarota

– A representative from the University of California Cooperative Extension
• Lenya N. Quinn-Davidson

– A representative from the California Fire Science Consortium
• Yana Valachovic

– A representative from the Department of Housing and Community Development
• Maziar Movassaghi

– A representative from the Rural County Representatives of California
• Staci Heaton

– A representative from the California Association of Resource Conservation Districts
• Karen Buhr

– A representative from the League of California Cities
• Sean McGlynn

– A representative from the California State Association of Counties
• Ed Valenzuela or Catherine Freeman

– A representative from tribal government
• Don Hankins

Roll Call / Quorum Established



Approval of Past Meeting Minutes – Motion Required
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Agenda Review – Motion Required



• Old Business

A. Risk Modeling

1) Draft Charter Update

2) Division Report

3) Fire Hazard Severity Zones

• New Business

A. Wildfire Prevention Grants 

B. IBHS Wildfire Prepared Home Presentation

C. CDI Safer from Wildfires Presentation 

Old / New Business



• Draft voted to move forward on 5/17 will be revised at the first Risk 
Modeling Advisory Workgroup meeting.

• No updates as of yet.

• Draft copies available on WMAC website for review

https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/boards-committees/wildfire-mitigation-
advisory-committee/

Risk Modeling – Draft Charter

https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/boards-committees/wildfire-mitigation-advisory-committee/


• Submit pending letters of nomination by Friday, 
June 24 to allow for Advisory Group to be selected 
and meet for the first time in July. 

Risk Modeling – Letters of Nomination

Send nomination letters to Kara at: kara.garrett@fire.ca.gov

mailto:kara.garrett@fire.ca.gov


• Wildfire Planning and Risk Reduction

‐ Wildfire Risk Reduction

‐ Wildfire Planning and Statistics

• Community Assistance

‐ Land Use Planning

‐ Wildfire Prevention Grants

Division Report

Community Wildfire 

Preparedness and Mitigation



Division Report

Wildfire Planning
and Risk Reduction Update
• Wildfire Preparedness

‐ Defensible Space:
▪ 80+ thousand DSpace inspections complete 17 

thousand ahead of last year due to increased 
funding and permanent staffing.

‐ Home Hardening:
▪ New Home Hardening AC Dennis O’Neil.

‐ Damage Inspection:
▪ First Damage Inspector Manager (DINM) class was 

taught June 1st. More classes to come in the near 
future.

▪ New Defensible Space AC Heather McCulley.

‐ Burn Permits:
▪ Online burn permit application and web interface 

out to select Units for user acceptance testing.



Division Report

Wildfire Planning
and Risk Reduction Update

• Utility Wildfire Mitigation

- Completed Powerline Fire Prevention training with Defensible Space 
Inspectors during the statewide DSI training. Idea being to cross-train 
them on how to spot and report powerline hazards related PRC 4292 
(pole clearance) and PRC 4293 (conductor clearance) during 
defensible space inspections.

- In coordination with the IOU’s updated the Powerline Fire Prevention 
Pocket Guide, which contains photographs of powerline equipment 
used by Utilities and CAL FIRE in identifying exempt and non-exempt 
equipment. The document is at the print phase currently.

- Continue to assist The Office of Energy Infrastructure Safety with the 
2022 Wildfire Mitigation Plan Reviews for the Investor-Owned 
Utilities (IOU).

- Participating in IOU PSPS Exercises in preparation for any 2022 PSPS 
events.



Division Report

Wildfire Planning 
and Statistics Update

• Pre-Fire Planning
‐ Fire Hazard Severity Zones –Fire Hazard Severity 

Zone pilot unit and scientific review was 
completed in May.  FRAP is making small changes 
to the model and some modifications to the 
model inputs.   The Statewide SRA maps will be 
created by the end of June with an anticipated 
statewide unit review beginning July 5th, units will 
have a month to complete this review.  

‐ Completed Unit Fire Plans are being reviewed at 
the Region level.

‐ Development of the CalMAPPER mobile 
application continues. 



Division Report

Wildfire Planning 
and Statistics Update

• California Incident Data & Statistics

‐ CalStats staff have completed the draft of the 
2021 Redbook.  The Redbook will now go through 
the review and approval process before being 
posted on the department’s website. 



Division Report

• Land Use Planning
- Land Use Planning/Safety Elements:

▪ Still numerous Safety Element Assessments (SEA) 
moving forward statewide, two SEAs presented at 
June meeting, several more likely in July.

▪ Working on filling some staffing vacancies in 
Sacramento.

- Fire Safe Regulations:
▪ Look forward to see the process moving forward.

- Subdivision Review:
▪ Numerous Cities and Counties in progress now, 

recent activity in San Diego County, amongst others, 
will be presented in the coming months.

(Continued on Next Slide)

Community Wildfire
Mitigation Assistance Program



Division Report

• Land Use Planning
• Firewise USA:

▪ 525 communities in good standing, more than 
250 in progress.

▪ Staff are fielding lots of inquiries statewide.

Staff are engaged in numerous other ongoing activities 
including: OSFM Statutes and Regulations Class, OPR Best 
Practices Inventory, Training for Local Planners and FHSZ map 
update.

Community Wildfire
Mitigation Assistance Program



Division Report

• Wildfire Prevention Grants
‐ On June 1st, we announced that 144 

applications for nearly $118 million in Wildfire 
Prevention Grants has been awarded for FY 
2021/22.  

‐ GMU will begin to work with the awardees to 
establish the grant agreements.

Community Wildfire
Mitigation Assistance Program



CAL FIRE

Fire Hazard Severity Zones



Adoption Process:

SRA

• Peer Review (Scientific & Operational Pilots) - NOW

• Unit / CC Review - July

• Public Hearings in Each County - Fall

• Adoption through Regulation – Jan 1, 2023

Fire Hazard Severity Zone RemapFire Hazard Severity Zones



Adoption Process:

Fire Hazard Severity Zone Remap

LRA

 Draft map presented to local jurisdiction and receives 

local validation – Starting in Fall

 Final draft submitted to governing body

 City / County has 30 days to set public comment and 

120 to adopt through ordinance

 Local jurisdiction can add area not identified

Fire Hazard Severity Zones



Timeline:

Fire Hazard Severity Zone Remap

 Current maps were developed in 2007-2010.

 Over the past several years staff have been building the 

new science model.

 Summer 2022 – Adopt map in State Responsibility Areas 

(SRA)  into regulations. 

 Fall 2022 – Begin Local Responsibility Area (LRA)  remap

Fire Hazard Severity Zones



Wildfire Prevention Grants Program



Wildfire Prevention Grants Program

● Funds fire prevention projects in and near fire threatened communities 
that focuses on increasing the protection of people, structures, and 
communities (PRC 4124.5)

● Benefit to defined “Low-Income” and “Disadvantaged Communities”

● Qualifying Project Types

o Hazardous Fuel Reduction

o Wildfire Prevention Planning

o Wildfire Prevention Education

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&division=4.&title=&part=2.&chapter=1.&article=2.5.


Wildfire Prevention Grants Program

● Eligible Entities
o State Agencies

o Federal Agencies

o Native American Tribes

o Joint Powers Authority if entities involved are eligible applicants

o Local agencies, including:
▪ City, county, or city and county

▪ Fire protection district

▪ Community services districts

▪ Water districts

▪ Resource conservation districts

▪ Special districts

o Certified Community Conservation Corps

o Fire Safe Councils and other nonprofit organizations with a 501(c)3 designation



Wildfire Prevention Grants Program

● Grant Funding Availability
o FY 2020-21 $123 million + $14.8 million

o FY 2021-22 $118 million

o FY 2022-23 $115 million in Governor’s Proposed Budget 

o FY 2023-24 $117 million in Governor’s Proposed Budget 

o Funding through FY 2028-29 ($165 million to CAL FIRE)



● Grant Application Process
o Application

o Scope of Work

o Budget Sheet

o Articles of Incorporation (AOI)

o Board Resolution

o Various state forms

o Mapping component using online Esri 
webmap

● Open solicitation process is 2 months

Review, Announcement, & Agreement Process



Review, Announcement, and Agreement Process

● Grants Management Unit: 2 weeks

● Units/Contract Counties: 4 weeks

● Region: 4 weeks

● Sacramento: 1 week

● Executive Review: 1 day

● Award Announcement: June 1, 2022

● Grant Agreements: 4 months

Review, Announcement, & Agreement Process



Review, Announcement, and Agreement Process

● Align with CAL FIRE Unit/Contract County Fire Plans

● Coordination with other grant opportunities through

o California Fire Safe Council Grants

o Cal OES FEM Hazard Mitigation Grant Program

o Housing and Community Development Federal HUD Grants

o Others?

● Contact us at FPGrants@fire.ca.gov
o Northern Region CNRgrants@fire.ca.gov

o Southern Region SouthernRegionGrantsProgram@fire.ca.gov

Review, Announcement, & Agreement Process

mailto:FPGrants@fire.ca.gov
mailto:CNRgrants@fire.ca.gov
mailto:SouthernRegionGrantsProgram@fire.ca.gov


I n s u r a n c e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r
B u s i n e s s  &  H o m e  S a f e t y 





P A R C E L  +  C O M M U N I T Y

Growing 
impacts of 
wildfire demand 
a solution.





WILDFIRE PREPARED 
HOME + PLUS

WILDFIRE PREPARED HOME - ROOF
✓ Choose a Class A fire-rated roof 

maintained clear of debris
✓ Choose noncombustible gutters & 

downspouts

WILDFIRE PREPARED HOME - DEFENSIBLE SPACE
✓ Create & maintain the home ignition zone (0-5 ft) 

including the removal of branches that overhang this area
✓ Clear & maintain the underdeck area; enclose low-

elevation decks
✓ Maintain yard clear of debris
✓ Replace combustible fencing within 5 ft of the home

WILDFIRE PREPARED 
HOME - BUILDING 
FEATURES
✓ Install ember- & 

flame-resistant vents
✓ Ensure 6-inch vertical 

noncombustible 
clearance at base of 
wall

ADDITIONAL 
MITIGATION 

✓ Remove back-to-back 
fencing

✓ Eliminate 
combustible siding

✓ Enclose eaves
✓ Enclose under bay 

windows
✓ Upgrade to a wildfire-

resistant deck
✓ Upgrade windows & 

doors
✓ Cover gutters
✓ Move outbuildings at 

least 30 feet away



Designation 
Process

Take the Free 
Online Home 
Assessment

Initial 
Process

Apply for 
Designation & 

Pay
Inspection IBHS QA & 

Designation

Ongoing 
Process

Annual 
Landscape 

Review
Re-Designation

Explore the 
Homeowner 

Guide



Home Assessment Preview -

Eligibility

Roof

Building Features

Defensible Space

• Decks or Covered Porches
• Decks or Porches 4 feet or 

less above the ground
• Attached Decks with an 

additional structure
• Detached Decks
• Home Ignition Zone (HIZ)
• Landscaping
• Fences
• Accessory Structures & Outbuildings

Wildfire Prepared
Home Plus Designation



Launch Plans

6/21/2022



DisasterSafety
wildfireprepared.org



• Deborah Halberstadt

– Safer from Wildfires Presentation 

California Department of Insurance (CDI)



Roundtable / Public Comment

• Roundtable
• Topic Suggestions for Next Meetings

https://forms.gle/Wefg6YnrnUGYS8ua9

• Presenter Sign Up Sheet

• Public Comment

https://forms.gle/Wefg6YnrnUGYS8ua9


The Committee shall meet on the third Tuesday 
of each month from 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM.

• Jul 19, 2022 

• Aug 16, 2022 

• Sep 20, 2022 

• Oct 18, 2022 

• Nov 15, 2022 

• Dec 20, 2022 

• Jan 17, 2023 

Upcoming Meeting Dates for 2022



• Copies of the written materials have been posted on the Office of the State Fire Marshal web site at 
https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/. 

• For information concerning the Advisory Committee Meeting, please contact Kara Garrett at (916) 201-5539 or 
Kara.Garrett@fire.ca.gov.

• NOTE: Items designated for information are appropriate for committee action if the committee chooses to act. 
The agenda order is tentative and subject to change. Agenda items may be taken out of order to facilitate the 
effective transaction of business. The Committee may not discuss or act on any matter raised during the public 
forum period, except to decide whether to place the matter on the notice and agenda of a future committee 
meeting.

• Any written reports being provided to the committee members in advance of the public meeting will also be 
available to the public upon request.

• This committee meeting will be accessible via live audio webcast. Public comments on agenda items will be 
accepted via text sent through the webcast chat interface as well as via audio for those participating by phone 
and teleconference platform. Those wishing to provide public comment are not required to provide their name 
and/or e-mail in order to do so. Please mute your microphones when you are not speaking.

• In accordance with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, reasonable accommodations are 
available. Request for reasonable accommodations should be made at least five (5) working days prior to the 
meeting date. To request reasonable accommodations, including documents in alternative formats, please 
contact Kara Garrett at (916) 201-5539 or Kara.Garrett@fire.ca.gov. 

Meeting Adjournment (Motion Required)

https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/
mailto:Kara.Garrett@fire.ca.gov
mailto:Kara.Garrett@fire.ca.gov

