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Welcome!

 The purpose of this webinar series is to 
host a live and interactive platform to 
educate on laws, regulations, and various 
safety topics to increase the coordination 
of education and outreach from CAL FIRE -
OSFM to the public and stakeholders. 

▪ If you experience technical difficulties 
during this presentation, please contact 
Kara Garrett at (916) 201-5539 or 
Kara.Garrett@fire.ca.gov. 



Energy Storage 
Systems

Speaker Introduction

Crystal Sujeski
Chief of Code Development & Analysis
Crystal.Sujeski@fire.ca.gov
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Why have an Energy Storage System?

Image courtesy of Tesla, Inc.



System Types

Residential

 Limited to ≤ 20kWh unit size

 Specific code language for detached one- and 

two-family dwellings

Commercial

 Retail and manufacturing facilities, etc.

 Limited to 600 kWh unit size

Utility 

 Front-of-meter installations under exclusive 

control of the operating utility.



 Residential Energy Storage

Photo courtesy of ELLA.



Residential Review and Inspection

 Be familiar with potential hazards relevant to the type of ESS being inspected

 Procure and be prepared to use the appropriate personal protection 

equipment

 Review and print out/download relevant technical documents

 Understand what aspects of the ESS need to be reviewed



“Utility-scale ESS”

 Commercial Energy

Photo courtesy of WEG.



Commercial Review and Inspection

 Have a Safety meeting prior to entering the site

 General inspection of the overall site

 Inspection of the ESS equipment (Exterior and Interior)

 Commission plan

 Emergency operation plan

 Fire and explosion control summary

 Signage





Building and Fire Codes
Address key safety for occupants and firefighters.

Size 

Separation for other units and exposures

Separation from means of egress

Fire detection and suppression

Explosion protection

Storage and Handling

Maintenance



2022 Intervening Code Change

Effective July 1, 2024





CFC-Chapter 12 ENERGY SYSTEMS

CRC-Chapter 3 R328.5

LOCATION
MAXIMUM AGGREGATE 

RATINGS (kWh)
INSTALLATION REQUIREMENTS

Within utility closets, basements, and storage or utility 

spaces located within dwellings

40

In attached garages 80

On or within 3 feet of exterior walls of dwellings and 

attached garages

100

On or within 3 feet of exterior walls of dwellings and 

attached garages

200 Exterior walls and eaves are constructed with 

noncombustible surfaces a

In detached garages and detached accessory structures 200

In detached garages and detached accessory structures 600 Detached garage or detached accessory structure is a 

minimum

10 feet away from property lines and dwellings.

Outdoors on the ground 200 ESS is a minimum 3 feet away from property lines 

and dwellings.

Outdoors on the ground 600 ESS is a minimum 10 feet away from property lines 

and dwellings.

TABLE 1207.11.4 MAXIMUM AGGREGATE RATINGS OF ESS



Information Bulletin 24-001

 Micro Mobility Devices

 https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/resource
s/information-bulletins

https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/resources/information-bulletins
https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/resources/information-bulletins




 OSFM Resources Page:

▪ https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/resources

 Code Interpretation Requests:

▪ If you have specific Code 
Interpretation requests, please 
visit:

• https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/what-
we-do/code-development-and-
analysis/code-interpretations

 Information Bulletins:

▪ To see all information bulletins, 
visit:

• https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/resource
s/information-bulletins

Additional Resources

https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/resources
https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/what-we-do/code-development-and-analysis/code-interpretations
https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/what-we-do/code-development-and-analysis/code-interpretations
https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/what-we-do/code-development-and-analysis/code-interpretations
https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/resources/information-bulletins
https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/resources/information-bulletins


 Subscribe for updates on all Office 
of the State Fire Marshal updates, 
including the CAL FIRE - OSFM 
Webinar Series at:

▪ https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/resources
/osfm-subscription-page

Subscribe!

https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/resources/osfm-subscription-page
https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/resources/osfm-subscription-page


Questions?

• We will now be opening it up 
for questions.

• If you have a question, please 
use the “raise hand” feature 
and we will unmute you.



Thank you!

Code Development Contact:

Crystal Sujeski
Chief of Code Development & Analysis
Crystal.Sujeski@fire.ca.gov 

https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/what-we-do/code-
development-and-analysis 

mailto:Crystal.Sujeski@fire.ca.gov
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