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QUESTION

During an acceptance or annual test of a fire alarm system, is 24 hour battery testing required in
accordance with NFPA 72 (2022) Chapter 14, table 14.4.3.2, subsection 8?

ANSWER

No, NFPA 72 does not require that power be disconnected from the fire alarm system for a full 24 hours
for this battery test.

Initial Acceptance and Annual Testing:

The required battery capacity for a secondary power supply is calculated by determining quiescent
(standby) and alarm loads for the system. The manufacturer provides the current draw for a fire alarm
system component in both the quiescent and alarm states. System documentation should include battery
calculations that show the required capacity of any batteries providing the secondary power supply.

2022 NFPA 72-10.6.7.2.1

The secondary power supply for the protected premises system shall have sufficient capacity to operate
the system under quiescent load (system operating in a nonalarm condition) for a minimum of 24 hours.
2022 NFPA 72, 10.6.7.2.2

At the end of the period in 10.6.7.2.1, the secondary power supply shall be capable of operating all alarm
notification appliances used for evacuation or to direct aid to the location of an emergency for 5 minutes,
unless otherwise permitted or required by 10.6.7.2.4.

2022 CFC 108.2 Inspections
The fire code official is authorized to conduct such inspections as are deemed necessary to determine the
extent of compliance... .
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https://link.nfpa.org/free-access/publications/72/2022
https://link.nfpa.org/free-access/publications/72/2022
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/CAFC2022P3/chapter-1-scope-and-administration#CAFC2022P3_Pt01_Ch01_SubChII_SubCh02_Sec108.2
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