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 Skill Course 
Plan Topic 

Evaluator 
Initials 

1. Conduct an incident hazard assessment and isolate hazards 2-3  

2. Assess hazards to rescuers and victim(s) 2-4  

3. Size up a water rescue incident 2-6  

4. Communicate using verbal commands 2-7  

5. Communicate using hand signals 2-7  

6. Communicate using whistle blasts 2-7  

7. Communicate using radios 2-7  

8. Inspect PPE 2-10  

9. Don, doff, and use PPE 2-10  

10. Use water rescue equipment 2-11  

11. Support an operations- or technician-level incident 2-14  

12. Define search parameters 2-15  

13. Perform a reconnaissance victim search 2-15  

14. Perform a hasty (rapid) victim search 2-15  

15. Perform a primary victim search 2-15  

16. Perform a secondary victim search 2-15  

17. Rig a watercraft 2-17  

18. Paddle and/or maneuver a watercraft 2-17  

19. Use paddle commands and signals 2-17  

20. Enter watercraft from the water (self-rescue / helping another 
rescuer) 2-17  

21. Right a flipped boat 2-17  
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22. Unwrap a pinned boat (at least as a simulation) 2-17  

23. Perform a non-entry rescue from shore 2-18  

24. Perform a non-entry rescue from a platform 2-19  

25. Participate in line crossing (solo or as a member of a team) 2-20  

26. Build and use a mechanical advantage system 2-20  

27. Build and use a raising and lowering system 2-20  

28. Build and use a tension diagonal 2-20  

29. Build and use a rope system to control a vessel on a high line 2-20  

30. Build and use a two-point tether on a vessel 2-20  

31. Swim and float in different water conditions with and without 
flotation aids or swim aids 2-21  

32. Perform a single-person shallow water crossing 2-22  

33. Perform a shallow water crossing using the line astern method 2-22  

34. Perform a shallow water crossing using the wedge method with 
stokes 2-22  

35. Perform a shallow water crossing using the wedge method 
without stokes 2-22  

36. Free swim to/with a victim using fins 2-22  

37. Free swim to/with a victim without using fins 2-22  

38. Board swim to/with a victim 2-22  

39. Swim to/with a victim while tethered to a line 2-22  

40. Swim to/with a victim using a two-point or “V lower” tether 2-22  

41. Operate a PFD quick release buckle system 2-22  

42. Manage a cooperative victim 2-22  

43. Manage a combative victim (release oneself from the grasp of a 
panicked victim using blocks, releases, and escapes) 2-22  

44. Manage a non-responsive victim 2-22  

45. Release a waterborne victim from limb entrapment 2-22  

46. Apply a c-spine to a waterborne victim 2-22  

47. Perform an entry rescue from the shore 2-22  

48. Conduct at least one rescue scenario (non-entry from shore, non-
entry from a platform, entry from shore, or entry from a 2-22  
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platform) at night 

49. Perform an entry rescue from a platform 2-23  

50. Rescue victims from a waterborne vehicle 2-24  

51. Terminate an incident 2-26  
 
A candidate has successfully completed the skill when they perform it to the corresponding Terminal 
Learning Objective standard found in State Fire Training’s Water Rescue Technician (2021) course. 
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